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PREFACE. 



■♦«- 



Many of those who heard these Lectures expressed 
a wish for their publication. I have therefore 
pubKshed them, with the earnest hope that they 
may be of service in leading many to a true 
knowledge of Christ, and of their own standing in 
Him. I have long been deeply impressed with 
the diflference which exists between the Chris- 
tianity of the New Testament, and that which 
contents many in the present day; so I have 
been anxious to lead some to examine their own 
state and position by the one standard of God's 
own Word. If any of God's own people find 
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anything in these Lectures which would lead them 
to despondency, the remedy is instantly at hand, 
— ^a new, a thorough dedication of self, body, soul, 
and spirit, to Him who has bought them with a 
price. The only legitimate object of looking at, 
and examining ourselves, is to cause us to trust 
more fully and unreservedly in Jesus, and to look 
out more constantly at Him who is our Life. 
May God grant that these Lectures may be used 
by Him to lead many so to do ; and to Him shall 
be all the praise, through all eternity. 

Broaibowme, 1878. 
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I. 

8 COSmTHIANS xin. 6. 

" Examine yourselves whether ye be in the faith ; prove 
yonr own selves. Know ye not your own selves, how that 
Jesus Christ is in you, except ye be reprobates." 

The Apostle had said shortly before, that the 
ChristiaDs at Corinth had demanded a proof of 
him, whether or not Christ was speaking in him. 
And after suggesting that they had already a 
powerful proof in what He had done and said 
when He had been among them, he goes on to re- 
mind them, that there was for them a much more 
important practical question: namely, whether they 
themselves were Christians ; whether they were 
themselves abiding in faith in Christ, and so were 
showing forth the marks and signs of true be- 
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Kevers ? And in order to help them in that con- 
sideration, he gives them one very significant 
sign by which they could test themselves: namely, 
that "Christ was in them," except they were 
only pretended Christians, deceivers, because self- 
deceived. It is important for us to remember, 
that this was written to those who had two quali- 
fications, which many are inclined to think quite 
sufficient, without any further examination. They 
were all baptized Christians ; they were all pro- 
fessing members of a Christian Church ; and yet, 
to these, St. Paul, writing, as we believe, under 
the inspiration of God the Holy Ghost, exhorts 
them to examine themselves, not as to whether 
they were growing in one grace or another, or in 
all graces, but the much deeper and more searching 
question, whether they were "in the faith or not" 
And further, he exhorts them not to rest content 
with any mere superficial or hurried examination, 
but to prove their own selves ; or, in other words, 
to use such tests that would honestly show them 
the state of the case. And then he proceeds to 
give them one test, which, if they failed to find 
present in them, would show that they were 
reprobates, or worthless, such indeed as our Lord 
has described as salt that has lost its savour. 
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Now here we have an example which I am very 
anxious to impress upon you. You see that I 
have an apostolical precedent for pressing it on 
you ; and though it may be painful in some cases, 
and though some may deem the very exhortation 
to such an inquiry an impertinence, still surely, 
when they remember this exhortation of the 
Apostle, they will acknowledge that a minister 
of the Gospel is not going beyond his proper 
function, and is not unnecessarily harassing his 
people's conscience, if he presses upon them the 
duty and the wisdom of examining whether or 
not they are really in the faith. 

I confess, myself, that the very impatience I 
often find upon this subject seems to me a very 
bad sign. I confess that the ease and readiness 
with which I find many assume that they are in 
the faith, in whom the marks of a true believer, if 
they exist at all, exist so faintly that they are 
difficult to be observed, seems to me a bad sign. 
And I think that we ministers of the Gospel are 
often very much to blame, because we admit 
too readily this assumption on behalf of those 
committed to our charge; often, I fear, because 
the expression of a doubt on this matter would 
-expose us to the wrath, and possibly the desertion. 
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of those over whom we are set in the Lord, to 
watch for their sotils as they who must give an 
account St Paul did not do this, but very 
plainly, very unmistakably, suggested the doubt, 
exhorted to self-examination on the matter, and 
further, gave them at once a test whereby they 
could prove whether they were true Christians or 
not. So I think I shall need no further apology 
than his example for asking your consideration 
with me, during Lent this year, of some of those 
marks or signs which God's own Word gives us, 
by which we can test the reality of our faith in 
Christ 

The first sign, then, which I shall bring before 
you, is that here used by St. Paul : namely, " Jesus 
Christ is in you," if you are true Christians. 

What does this mean ? We find the expression 
used on other occasions. Let us look at some 
of them. In John xv. 4, our Lord says, " Abide 
in Me, and I in you ; " and in the next verse He 
says, "He that abideth in Me, and I in him," 
speaking there of that which was absolutely 
necessary for the production of those fruits which 
are necessary, in order to save the branches from 
being burned. Again I find the expression in 
Komans viii. 10: "And if Christ be in you, the 
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body is dead because of sin ; but the Spirit is life 
because of righteousness." Again, in Col. i. 27, 1 
read^ " Which is Christ in you, the hope of glory;" 
and in 1 John iv. 4, "Greater is He that is in 
you than he that is in the world." Now it must 
be apparent that the oft-repeated use of this ex- 
pression by our Lord and His apostles must point 
out something very real and very necessary in the 
Christian's state. And surely the question must 
come to every honest, reverent mind, What does 
it mean ? Have I experienced that which is here 
spoken of *' Christ inme'^t Now we know that 
it does not mean anything physical or material. 
It is not the body of Christ in any sense of the 
word dwelling in our bodies ; for His body is in 
heaven, and cannot as a human b6dy be in two 
places at once. Nor is it simply the idea of Jesus 
Christ dwelling in us. It must be more than that, 
though I fear that many would practically reduce 
the meaning of the words to this ; yet that would 
take all force away from them, as the idea of Jesus 
Christ must have been in the mind of Judas 
Iscariot, when he betrayed Him, of the scribes, 
Pharisees, and high priests who planned His death, 
of Pilate, when he condemned Him to death, of 
the Roman proconsuls and prsetors, who used to 
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call upon the early martyrs to curse Him, and 
now is in the minds of thousands who are taught 
the truths of Christianity when they are young, 
and know all about Him, yet deny Him: some 
theoretically from scepticism and open unbelief, 
some practically, because they live without Him 
as their Ruler, Friend, and Saviour. So that to 
have " Jesus Christ in us " must mean more than 
this. What then does it mean ? How does He 
abide in the true believer ? Surely by the power 
of His Holy Spirit, who comes and dwells in the 
heart of every one who has accepted Christ. This 
must be the meaning of that extraordinary promise 
which He made to His disciples : " It is expedient 
for you that I go away : for if I go not away the 
Comforter will not come unto you ; but if I depart 
I will send Him unto you." And we know what 
the Holy Spirit's work is : " He shall glorify Me." 
So that Christ dwells in the believer's heart by 
the power of the Holy Spirit actually resting there, 
and working there. The next point, then, for us 
to consider is. How can anyone know whether 
Christ is in them, by the power of the Spirit? 
Some assume this very quickly, and fancy that 
just saying that they are baptized, or attend some 
means of grace, or occasionally have some solemn 
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thoughts, or have good and correct views on 
doctrine^ is quite su£5cient mark that Christ is in 
them ; but when we turn to the Word of God, we 
find other marks which are of a much higher type' 
and much more general and constant in their 
appearance and work. Let us see how we can 
find out whether Christ is in us by the Holy 
Spirit. 

When Christ is in anyone, surely He will reign 
in that person. In this sense He will reign, that 
every thought, word, deed, habit, amusement, 
occupation, companionship, ambition, desire, and 
mental exercise, which is even supposed to be 
opposed to Him, His honour and His will, will be 
opposed and cast out. Our hearts, the scene of 
our deepest thoughts, affections, and plans, are 
little kingdoms. We acknowledge this in ordinary 
speech by talking about the ruling passion which 
is said to be strong in death. But when Christ is 
in anyone. He must be there to reign. I know 
that other powers will try and reign. I know that 
there will be insurrections, and wars and tumults 
often in the Christian's heart, until, as is the case 
with some, Christ so constantly asserts His sway 
that there is complete peace and joyful rest in 
complete acquiescence to His will ; but even when 
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this does not yet exist, Jesus reigns, and reigns 
even though Satan tries to reign. The world 
seeks to re-establish its old and wonted dominion ; 
and evil desires, and passions, and habits seek to 
be rulers. The question then for each of us comes 
to be this. Who reigns in our hearts ? That Christ 
must reign in the hearts of all true believers is 
clear from the whole teaching of Scripture, which 
is summed up on this point in His own words to 
His disciples in John xv. 10 : " Ye are my friends 
if ye do whatsoever I command you." Let us stop 
for a moment and think of Christ ruling in each 
of our hearts : day by day sending out His com- 
mands by the teaching of His Word, by the voice 
of conscience, by the circumstances in which He 
places us, by the people whom we meet, and to 
whom He wishes us to be in a certain relationship, 
and to whom He wishes us to do certain duties. 
So that constantly a Christian will be referring 
everything to this simple question. What does the 
King Christ wish and order me to do ? How the 
general rules which He has laid down in His 
Word will be studied, and be made the guiding 
principles of the life of each one in whom Christ 
reigns ! How the particular application of those 
rules in the different cii'cumstances of life will be 
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honestly sought to be discovered, and then acted 
out, so that, as St. Paul tells us in 1 Cor. x. 31, 
every action is done for one object and purpose, — 
God's glory. *' Whether ye eat or drink, or what- 
soever ye do, do all to the glory of God." And all 
this springs from the fact that within the Christian 
is his King, the Lord Jesus Christ. It makes all 
the difference between a nominal and a real 
Christian whether Christ is King outside of us or 
in us. He is and must be King outside of all. 
He is lifted up now and exalted to be " far above 
all principality, and power, aud might, and 
dominion; and every name that is named, not 
only in this world, but also in that which is to 
come." And every believer rejoices in this, and 
knows that Christ must reign until He hath put 
all enemies under His feet. But there is one place 
in which He does not reign, and that is in the 
sinner's heart, and mind, and affectiona Yet here 
especially He does reign in those who are " in the 
faith." So I want to put a plain question before 
you this morning, Is Jesus Christ within each of 
you as King ? Not only do you adore Him as King 
outside of you in heaven, in the Church, and in 
the world. In all those places He is King, and 
may get a certain amount of adoration even from 

B 
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unbelievers ; but with those who are not reprobates. 
He is King within them. 

But again, Jesus Christ is in the true believer 
as their Idfe. He says Himself, you will remember, 
" I am the Way, the Truth, and the Life." And 
when He comes into the heart, He comes as life, 
to quicken or make alive, and then constantly 
keep alive that which otherwise could not exist or 
act. St. Paul describes this in many places. In 
Romans vi. a Christian is told to reckon Himself 
" to be dead indeed unto sin, but alive unto God 
through Jesus Christ our Lord." And in Colossians 
iii. we read, " When Christ who is our life shall 
appear." Now here we have a very remarkable 
fact as to a true believer, as it is described in 
Galatians ii. 20 : "I am crucified with Christ : 
nevertheless I live ; yet not I, but Christ liveth 
in me." So that the power which enables a 
Christian to pray and praise, enjoy God's Word 
and holy meditation, — ^the power which enables 
him to live in this world, and yet not be of the 
world, — the power which enables him to crucify 
the flesh with its affections and lusts, — the power 
which enables him to love his neighbour as him- 
self, is Christ within him. Now, practically, we 
find a great many people who say openly that 
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they cannot do these things, that they can find 
no enjoyment in prayer, in God's Word, in self- 
denial, in universal love. All these things they 
may approve of in a way, but they are outside 
their grasp ; and so they are, for this reason, that 
Christ is not within them as their life. But 
some may ask. How does Christ come into one 
person more than another as their life? This 
question may be asked in two spirits. It may be 
asked as Zedekiah asked Micaiah, ''Which way 
went the Spirit of the Lord from me to speak 
unto thee ? " namely, in a carping unbelieving 
spirit, rather denying the fact, and treating it as 
a piece of religious mysticism. And the only 
answer, then, to be given by a humble Christian is 
the answer of silence. But it may be asked in 
an earnest, humble, inquiring spirit, by one who 
wants to know and experience this life for him- 
sel£ Then the answer comes readily and clearly 
enough : That Christ dwells in the hearts of 
believers by faith. That is, when they so 
thoroughly trust Him as to surrender themselves 
fully to Him, and completely to Him, then He 
comes into their hearts and rules there as King, 
and quickens them by His own presence, so that 
they see things quite diflferently to what they did 
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before, and are able to do things which before 
seemed impossible. It is indeed a wondrous fact 
that the Almighty and loving Lord Jesus should 
Himself be the Life of each believer. I cannot 
understand how He does it. I cannot under- 
stand His mighty condescension in doing it. I 
can only fall on my knees and humbly pray, 
" Christ, be Thou my Life ! ** But it occurs to me 
that some may think. How is it, then, that true 
Christians vary very much ? Some you may see 
strong, active, vigorous, happy, joyful, consistent, 
very holy Christians. Some, you may see, are 
but very feeble, weakly, inconsistent, unhappy, 
almost useless Christians, and yet you cannot deny 
the hope that they are Christians. Yes, ^-las, 
these differences do exist, and I cannot altogether 
explain them, except by the analogy of the physical 
life 1 I see two men, both having physical life : 
but one is a strong, healthy, active man, who uses 
his life, and seems to increase the power of his 
life by using it; while I see another, weakly, 
isickly, effeminate dawdler, always ailing, and 
thinking about himself, and unable to do this, not 
up to that, and not fit for much, and yet alive ; 
but evidently not stirring up and making use of 
the life or the vital force within him. Just so, 
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I think some Christians are always allowing 
Christ to be their life, seeking to let Him, as 
their life, work more and more in them. They do 
everything and seek everything which will enable 
Him, their life, to be strong in them ; while others 
forget that Christ is their life, and are either 
seeking to make something else their life, their 
religious principles, their enjoyment of some 
ordinances, or their faith, or their prayers; or 
they are so living as to do everything to weaken 
and hinder Christ in them ; and by their seeking 
these enjoyments in the world, or from the flesh, 
they so hinder Christ, that of them it must be 
said, as of His own country, when He was here in 
the flesh, " And He did not many mighty works 
there, because of their unbelief*' Yes, all life is 
still to us in many respects a mystery, yet we do not 
deny that it exists in some and has departed from 
others. And so Christ, as the life of a Christian 
dwelling within him, is in some respects a mystery, 
which tongue fails altogether to unravel ; but that 
does not alter the fact that with some and in 
some He exists as their life, and not in others. 

Again, Christ is in each true believer as light. 
It is in this respect perhaps more markedly than 
in any other that the change of becoming a 
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Christian is manifested. In 1 Thess. v. 5, 1 read a 
very bold declaration about Christians : " Ye are 
all the children of light, and the children of the 
day : we are not of the night, nor of darkness." 
I think some would say now that this was a very 
bold, arrogant piece of self-assertion now of Chris- 
tians; and yet it is true, for Christ has become 
their light. So that each individual Christian is 
compelled, in all humility, yet in all truth and 
gratitude, to say as the blind man of old said, 
" One thing I know, that, whereas I was blind, now 
I see." And in Ephes. y. 8, I read an express 
command, based on this declaration, " For ye were 
sometimes darkness, but now are ye light in the 
Lord : walk as children of light" So, then, the 
having in them light to show them different 
things which others cannot see is one essential 
feature of true Christians. Our Lord Himself 
emphatically asserts this in the Sermon on the 
Mount, when He says, " Ye are the light of the 
world." But how do they become so ? Christians 
are not more clever, or more learned, or better 
educated, than other people. Nor have they 
always more natural wisdom and common sense. 
Where, then, is their light? How are they 
different? Turn to John xiL 46, and it is all 
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explained: "I am come a light into the world, 
that whosoever believeth on Me should not abide 
in darkness." So we can see now that Christ is 
in a Christian as his light, so that on all subjects, 
but especially on those subjects which concern a 
Christian's knowledge of Divine things, and a 
Christian's understanding of God's Word, and a 
Christian's walk before God, Christ Himself, by 
HSs Spirit dwelling in the heart, is the light 
How clearly is this seen often in conversion! 
How marvellously do we often see the scales fall 
from their eyes, the darkness vanish from the 
hearts of God's people, when they have become 
God's people, so that all the world wonders at the 
change, and cannot see why they should be so 
different They were good enough before, the 
world thinks. But the secret is this, Christ is in 
them as light, and now they see things quite 
differently, and learn to rejoice in Him whom 
formerly they either neglected, or against whom 
they rebelled. Oh, who can describe the mar- 
vellous difference it makes to a man, on all sub- 
jects, when Christ is dwelling within him as light ! 
Then all questions which before could not be 
answered at all, or were answered wrongly and 
hurtfully to the interests of a Christian's own 
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soul, axe answered honestly, reverently, humbly, 
with a deep sense of the love of God and the 
dignity and position of a Christian's calling, and 
all because Christ is within such as light There 
is no other way in which any one can really walk 
the Christian walk, or live the Christian life. 
All other specifics and plans &il for want of light, 
but this never fails the true Christian. He can 
at all times call upon Jesus to make Himself 
manifest within him, and He will make His light 
shine in the heart so as to enable the Christian to 
see things as Qod sees them ? Does not this view 
throw upon each of us an overwhelming sense of 
responsibility. We often hear of the diflTerent 
light in which different people look at things. 
Ought not all who are true Christians to look at 
things in Christ's light, because He is within them 
as light? I think that nothing is more to be 
dreaded than refusing to let Christ be a light 
within us. We do refuse that, when we take our 
view of all subjects from the opinions of people 
round us, from our own prejudices, from our own 
tastes, and do not go and get quietly alone with 
Christ, and ask Him to guide us by His Word 
and the teaching of His Holy Spirit. Surely a 
true Christian will wish, above all things, for 
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Christ to dwell within him as his lights to show 
him the way in which he is to regulate his life in 
all respects, in his beliefs, in his hopes, in hia 
occupations, friendships, and amusements. Let 
me press this upon you as a matter for self- 
examination. Is Christ your light ? Does He 
ever, in your secret hours of prayer and medita- 
tion on His Word, cast His light over your path, 
showing you at the same time all His love, and 
then all you ought to do, so as to please Him ? 
And if He is there as your light, will not your 
walk and life be one joyous happy walk, as one 
who is living as a child of Qod, in peace and 
loving fellowship with his heavenly Father ? 

Once more, Christ is in the Christian as his 
Hope. In Col. i. 27 1 read, "Christ in you the Hope 
of glory.*' He Himself again, by the power of the 
Holy Spirit, dwells in the true believer as a bright 
and glorious Hope. Now there is no book in the 
world which speaks so much of a glorious hope 
as the New Testament. We are constantly told 
there to rejoice in hope ; and one awful description 
of the wicked is " having no hope." So we may 
settle it as one part of a true believer's character, 
that He will have hope. But where is this hope 
to be ? on what is it to rest ? It must not be on 
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anything in the world, for that, we know, is at once 
deceptive, and passes away. It cannot be in our- 
selves, for a very small Christian experience will 
tell us that we can do nothing as of ourselves, that 
if we are left to our own performances, and our 
own goodness, we are leaning upon a broken reed. 
No position is worse than that of a man or woman 
who is hopeful because of theii own goodness. 
They must be either very ignorant of what isGod's 
standard of goodness, or very ignorant of them- 
selves. But a Christian is still to be hopeful. 
Where then is this hope to lodge ? How does it 
live ? Simply Christ in us ! Then He comes by 
His Spirit and breathes peace, joy, love, and 
assurance of all His love, of all He is to us, of all 
He feels towards us, of all that He inteods to do 
for us. Yes : it is when He carries out the blessed 
promise which He made to His disciples in John 
xiv. 23, " If a man love Me he will keep my words ; 
and my Father wiU love him, and We will come 
unto him and make our abode with him," that a 
ChriBtian has the bright hope of everlasting life. 
And yet there is nothing which is more common 
than to see- Christians who do not seem to have 
any reaJiaed hope ; and, alas, seem quite contented 
to go oa without it ! They have many pious 
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feelings, solemn moments, and religious emotions, 
yet hope does not stamp her mark on their features, 
elevate their lives, or give joy to their service of 
God. It may be a very religious service of God, 
and in some respects a scrupulous service; but 
where is the hope ? And if it is not there, then 
is Christ within them? Oh, how lovingly He 
oomes as Hope to the broken and contrite in heart ! 
Oh, how tenderly He binds up that broken heart I 
How lovingly He pours in the sweet balm of 
heavenly consolation, and tells of the eternal love 
of God, and of that rest which remain eth for the 
people of God, and of that time when God shall 
wipe away all tears from oflF all the faces of His 
people. No one can surely rest satisfied with 
their Christianity unless Christ is within them as 
their Hope. Do let us look at the Gospel as He 
has taught it, not as man has made it, and then 
see the happiness of Christ within us as an ever- 
present Hope. How it will sanctify us and make 
us holy, because heirs of life! How it will 
strengthen us and make us vigorous to sustain 
the assaults of Satan! How it will lift us up 
above many of the temptations of the world, 
because we have something better within us, — 
Ohrist, the Hope of glory. These, then, are some 
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of the points in which I want to examine myself, 

and want you to examine yourselves, as to whether 

or not Jesus Christ is within each of us. I have 

endeavoured to prove each point by, God's own 

Word. Do not take it as my word. Do not say 

that my standard is too high or too unpractical 

Have done with any dealings with man ; but by 

every thought of the value of your precious souls, 

by every wish which you ever have had to be real 

and true Christians, by every longing for heaven, 

above all, by the unspeakable immeasurable love 

of Jesus, I exhort you settle the matter now, Is 

Jesus Christ within you ? You cannot think St. 

Paul wrote nonsense. You cannot think that the 

Holy Spirit wishes, in this passage, to deceive you. 

Far be that awful thought from all Then what 

does it mean ? And if it can only mean what it 

says, and if Christ must be within you, except ye 

be reprobates, away with all tricks of conscience, 
vain excuses ; and if you are not certain about it, 

rest not, day nor night in your earnest prayers and 
entreaties to Him who is ever waiting to hear your 
prayer, until you can say of a truth. Thank God : 
though the chief of sinners, yet Jesus has con- 
descended to come and dwell within me as my 
King, Life, Light, and Hope of eternal glory. 



11. 



Jesu$ Precious. 

1 FETEB. n. 7. 

''Unto yoa therefore which believe He is precious: but 
onto them which be disobedient, the stone which the builders 
disallowed, the same is made the head of the comer." 

Abchbishop Leighton commences his Commen- 
tary on this passage thus: "Besides all the 
opposition that faith meets within^ in our hearts, 
it hath this without, that it rows against the stream 
of the world's opinion, and therefore hath need, 
especially where it is very tender and weak, to be 
strengthened against that. The multitude of un- 
believers, and the considerable quality of many of 
them in the world are continuing causes of that 
very multitude, and the fearings of those who 
truly believe, doth much to the keeping of them 
still few. And as this prejudice prevails with 
those that believe not, so it may sometimes assault 
the mind of a believer, when he thinks how many 
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(and many of them wise men in the world) reject 
Christ." Now I have quoted this rather long 
passage to you for two reasons, the one is the 
extreme excellence of the passage itself, and the 
other to ask you to observe in what excellent com- 
pany I am, in the narrowness of my view as to who 
are true believers. It is indeed hard to feel at times 
that "Strait is the gate and narrow is the way 
that leadeth unto life, and few there be that find 
it." And this very feeling often makes it very 
hard for a loving, tender Christian, who wishes 
that all would come in and be saved, to clearly 
point out what is, and what is not, a mark of a 
true believer. But surely we have here a mark 
about which there can be no mistake, and no 
dispute. That the Lord Jesus Christ must be 
precious, or as the margin expresses it, "an 
honour" to everybody who believes that He is 
the Son of God, and who trusts Him for his own 
personal salvation, is certainly as clear as that 
a right-minded child must love and honour a 
loving parent, or a loyal subject must honour the 
head of the State to which he belongs. The 
question, then, which it will be profitable to us to 
study to day will be. In what way will a true 
believer show that Christ is precious to him ? and 
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how it is that Christ becomes so precious to a 
Christian ? Let us look at the last of these first 
of all. And surely Christ becomes precious to a 
Christian, in that very moment and in that very 
act which takes Christ as his own personal Saviour, 
at once from the guilt of past sin, and also from 
the downward tendency to which we are all 
inclined by nature and evil habit. A believer has 
taken Christ as his own personal Saviour. That 
is the step which he has taken which has caused 
him to pass from death unto life. It has not been 
necessarily a change of doctrine, though that may 
or may not have accompanied this momentous 
passage; but it has been a personal act of self- 
renunciation, of self-dedication, of complete trust, 
which has caused Jesus to become to Him 
altogether precious. This wants to be understood. 
To so many people Jesus is still the Saviour, — 
and the Saviour on whom they hope to rely some 
day, and to whom they hope to go some day, but 
to whom at present they have not gone them- 
selves personally to trust Him entirely, and to 
look for that deliverance which He only can give. 
But when they have done this, then He becomes' 
to them very precious ; and the more they know 
of what He has saved them from, and what He 
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Las saved them for, the more precious in their 
sight does He become, who has rescued them from 
the wrath to come. 

But this trust in Him, this belief, this self- 
renunciation and self-dedication, must be very 
thorough and exclusive. I mean by these two 
words, that Jesus does not become precious to 
those who only half trust Him; and He is not 
precious to those who trust Him and something 
else, who endeavour to combine a trust in Him 
sad a trust in something in themselves. Here is 
the difficulty with many. It is an enormous 
struggle with many really anxious souls to com- 
mit everything — every hope, every idea of the 
future— entirely to the keeping of one whom they 
have not seen; and this struggle becomes even 
harder with others, when, in addition to the 
natural difficulty of trusting an unseen Ood- 
Saviour, there is the additional difficulty of 
casting aside other grounds of confidence in which 
hitherto they have trusted, and which have 
seemed to be sufficient. But when this is done, 
then Jesus is seen in all His offices, and in all the 
fulness of His love, to be very precious. It is a 
wonderful moment in the history of any soul when 
he learns how to do this, " Cast all upon Christ, 
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and swear unbroken allegiance to Him who is his 
Lord." 

But again, Christ becomes precious to a Chris- 
tian when he knows more and more, experi- 
mentally and personally, of all Jesus is to those 
who trust in Him. I read the otlier day of a 
clever infidel lecturer, who, after giving his 
lecture, in which, to his own satisfaction, he had 
demolished all hopes of Christians, challenged 
anyone present to refute him. Instead of some- 
one coming forward to meet his arguments piece 
by piece, an old woman clambered her way on to 
the platform, and described how she had been 
left a widow with ten children, and at the same 
time a living knowledge of Jesus. And then she 
described her many struggles, and how very near 
she had been to want again and again ; but that 
through it all, and in it all, the Lord Jesus had 
sustained her, helped her, and had been her 
friend ; and that now^ all the clever arguments in 
the world could not make her disbelieve what she 
knew by experience : that Jesus was a true Friend, 
who heareth and answereth prayer, and provides 
for His people. And just this is the growing 
feeling of all true Christians : they learn to know 
Christ by personal experience. Is not this a 

c 
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modem and humble parallel to the saying of 
Polycarp, who, when the Roman Proconsul said, 
"Swear, and I will release thee," answered, 
"Eighty and six years have I served Him, and 
He hath never wronged me ; and how can I 
blaspheme my King, who hath saved me ? " And 
is not this the daily experience of many of God's 
children, that just as they walk with Christ, just 
as they come closer to Him, just as they know 
more by experience and experiment, that Christ 
is all love and goodness, so He becomes more 
precious to them? An earthly friend becomes 
more precious as we know more of him, and more 
especially if he is noble, holy, unselfish, pure, and 
good ; but what earthly friend can come near, in 
goodness, love, and nobility, to Jesus, our King 
and Friend ? ' 

Again, Jesus becomes precious to His people 
because they are changed and altered by the in- 
dwelling power of the Holy Spirit; and their 
character being altered, sanctified, improved, ele- 
vated, they learn to enjoy His company and His- 
service more ; and then to such He becomes very 
precious. There must be some assimilation of 
tastes and pursuits and objects of aflFection be- 
tween two people before one is precious to the 
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other ; and the reason why the Lord Jesus is not 
and cannot be precious to the people of the world, 
and yet is very precious to His own, is this, that 
His own people have become, in some measure, — 
often, alas, a very, very small measure, — ^like 
Christ ! The resemblance is, alas, very faint, and 
often very hard to be perceived ; but so it is 
often between different members of the same 
families on earth, and yet is there ; and they have 
a family tie which makes one precious to the 
other. And so it is with a Christian : faint and 
feeble as this likeness is, it still exists, and so as 
they are in any measure like Christ, to them He 
becomes precious. I am very anxious to call your 
close and honest attention to this ; for in this we 
can take a good ground for self-examination. 
Surely we can ask ourselves. Do I find Christ 
precious to me because I have similar tastes to 
His ? Do I love holiness ? Do I love purity of 
heart and mind ? Am I heavenly-minded, as was 
and is Jesus ? And so, do T find an enjoyment in 
His service, which nothing else could give me, 
but which springs from this, that to me He is 
precious? Oh, if that great change has taken 
place of which our Lord spoke to Nicodemus ! If 
we are walking not after the flesh, but after the 
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spirit ; if we are daily in fellowship with the 
Father and His Son Jesus Christ, which is what 
St John asserts to be our trae position, if Chris- 
tians; then we shall have the same mind which 
was and is in Christ Jesus, and so He will be to 
us precious. There are many who wonder at the 
distinction which is made between those who 
profess and call themselves Christians, and those 
who are led into the way of truth, and hold the 
faith in the unity of spirit, in the bond of peace, 
and in righteousness of life. But is not this dis- 
tinction very clear in this as much as in any other 
thing, that they who are thus led into the way of 
truth have their hearts and tastes so changed, that 
they find Jesus very precious to them ? Others 
may be religious, because they think religion 
necessary, and they would fear to be altogether 
without it ; but they like it to be as little as they 
can make it, and to interfere as little as they can 
help in their daily life. With a Christian, though, 
all is different With him Jesus is his joy. 
Those are the true hours of relaxation which are 
spent in communion with Jesus, and in prayer, 
and in the study of (jod's Word, and in meditating 
on that wondrous revelation which Jesus has 
made of the Father's will to us ; and those occu- 
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pations and amusements are burdensome which 
hinder or impede this communion with Him who 
is so precious. This was the spirit of David when 
he wrote the 119th Psalm. And this must have 
been the spirit of the Apostle when he exhorts us 
to be praying always, with all prayer and suppli- 
cation in the spirit, and to watch unto the same 
with thanksgiving. And is it not a fair, and a 
wholesome, and a Scriptural test for each of us to 
take for ourselves. Is Jesus precious to me because 
He has changed my heart, so that I do find it not 
only possible, but very pleasant and congenial to 
my new taste, to hold constant intercourse with 
Him ? I know it is not so to the world ; and I 
know that in that the unconverted must see, if 
they only honestly look at it, the clearest sign, 
that as yet they are not among those of whom the 
Apostle here speaks as believers. 

But let us now, for a short time, look at the 
other point, and see in what way a Christian will 
show that Christ is precious to him or her. Cer- 
tainly, by often thinking about Christ. 

Our private secret thoughts are very good, honest, 
and unconscious witnesses of our real state. They 
are witnesses to God and to us, and to no one else, 
until we put them into words or actions ; and so. 
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from their very privacy, we can trust their honesty. 
And what evidence do they give of Jesus being 
precious to each of us ? "What proportion of our 
thoughts are given to Him ? What place does He 
occupy in our thoughts ? The first, or the last ? 
It is surely clear that anything which is precious 
to us will occupy much of our private -thoughts. 
Gold will occupy much of the thoughts of the 
miser ; for to him it i^ very precious. His rank, 
and position, and pfower over his fellow-creatures 
will occupy much of the thoughts of an ambitious 
man; for he has made that the object, and hope, 
and enjoyment of his life, and it is precious to him. 
Scenes of pleasure and gaiety will occupy much of 
the thoughts of those who constantly go to them, 
for they are precious to them. The only child of 
loving parents will occupy much of their thoughts, 
for he is precious to them. Nay, any thing which 
is really precious to each of us will occupy much 
of our thoughts. And a Christian is no exception 
to this rule of our nature, this universal law ; so, 
as Christ is precious to the believer, He must 
occupy much of his thoughts. He must be the 
first there. He must be the most constant there. 
He must give the tone to all the other thoughts, 
so that whatever is opposed to the presiding idea 
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of the place, of the heart, will be cast out as 

unworthy, and will plainly be treated as an enemy, 

as an aUen. Can two walk together except they 

be agreed ? And the fact that Jesus is precious, 

and therefore constantly and lovingly thought of, 

will cause many other thoughts, foolish thoughts, 

sinful thoughts of appetite, proud thoughts, 

avaricious and covetous thoughts, ambitious 

thoughts for this world, angry and jealous thoughts, 

selfish and unkind thoughts to be turned out, as 

they cannot agree with thoughts of the preciousness 

f f Jesus. And if I dare do it, I shoidd often like 

to whisper into the ears of people, when I see them 

taken up with worldly, foolish, unkind, avaricious, 

unworthy thoughts, Is Jesus precious to you 

to-day? I feel sure that many would have to 

acknowledge, at such times. No: not to-day. I 

have forgotten Him. Then, is He really precious 

to you ? Do we ever forget anything which is 

precious ? Is there not as it were a shadow of the 

precious object hangiug over us, and constantly, 

though mysteriously, aflfecting us in all we think, 

or do, or say ? I want to press this home upon 

you all. I often find that tests of the reality of 

our belief in Christ fail, because of the deceitfulness 

of the human heart ; but surely this cannot fail 
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It is one which you can use when you are alone. 
Do use it, do not flinch from it. I ask you each. 
Is Jesus precious to you ? What place does He 
occupy in your thoughts? That of a precious 
object, or person, or not? It is easy to get a 
favourable answer as to whether we are real 
Christians or not ; but it is much more important 
to get a truthful answer, for the day is coming 
when the secrets of all hearts shall be disclosed ;, 
and then I think with trembliug of those of whom 
God may even now be saying, as our Lord said in 
Matt XV. 8, " This people draweth nigh unto Me 
with their mouth, and honoureth Me with their 
lips : but their heart is far from Me. But in vain 
they do worship Me, teaching for doctrines the 
commandments of men." You will observe that 
these are not my words, but the Master's. I only 
tell you how much they often make me tremble for 
those whom I love, when I think I see a zeal in re- 
ligion, but not always the signs which would speak 
of Jesus as the most precious thought in the heart. 
When Jesus is precious, surely His presence,. 
His company, will be often and regularly, and 
earnestly sought. We do love to be in the com- 
pany of those who are precious to us. We do 
not need to be driven as it were by the rods of 
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commands, or the whips of threats, into the 
presence of any earthly friend, who is precious to 
lis. But often, when duty should lead us elsewhere, 
or to some other occupation, we need all those 
whips and chains to drive us from the presence 
of any one so precious. Is that how we are 
treating Jesus always? Do we love prayer, not 
only as a means of obtaining what we want, 
but as a means of bringing us into constant 
communion and converse with Jesua And when 
we are praying, when, down on our knees, especially 
in that which is the Christian's vital breathy the 
Christian's native air, we are pouring out our souls 
to Him, are we dissatisfied unless we get some 
sense of His nearness to us, that He is actually 
hearing and answering us. Too much prayer I 
fear is just like the Jews wailing at the present 
day at JerusalenL Once a week they assemble 
outside one of the walls of the city, and, turning 
their faces to the blank wall, pour out a certain 
set of wails and lamentations on their outcast con- 
dition, apparently addressed to the wall, as I am 
unaware that it is a prayer. I fear sometimes that 
prayer, instead of talking to, or holding communion 
with Jesus, is more like this pouring out a volume 
of words, fewer or more in number, with no idea 
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of a hearer and answerer of prayer. Now the 
prayer of a true believer must be surely conversing 
with Jesus. Oh, how many of our daily burdens, 
of our cares, of our anxieties, of our labours, of 
our struggles against temptations, would pass 
away and become light after a little talk with 
Jesus ! How many, who now walk very un- 
certainly, who fight as if they were beating the 
air, would learn to walk more consistently, and 
would fight more successfully, because more really 
and constantly, against sin, were they accustomed 
to have more of these talks with the Lord Jesus ! 
Can we not take here the example of Mary, of 
whom we read in Luke x. 39 : " And she had a 
sister called Mary, which also sat at Jesus* feet, 
and heard His word " ? And is not that the position 
which we shall be very willing, nay, anxious, to 
take, if we find Jesus to be precious to us ? Can 
anything better describe the constant attitude of 
one who has found Jesus precious, and is it not at 
once the safety and the joy of a Christian to be 
ever there? Can we not honestly take as a 
Scriptural test of a true believer this one. Do we 
so value Jesus as to like to be constantly in Mary's 
position at the feet of Jesus ? 
Again, anything which is precious to us we 
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guard and defend with great care, lest it should 
■either be taken from us or injured. We know 
that this is the case with all earthly possessions. 
Will it not be so with the Lord Jesus ? We shall 
dread above all things the thought of losing Him. 
In the third chapter of the Song of Solomon we 
have, I think, the feelings of a Christian expressed, 
who has lost through any cause the sense of 
Christ's nearness and love. In verse 2, I read, 
•" I will seek him whom my soul loveth : I sought 
him, but I found him not. The watchmen that 
go about the city found me : to whom I said. Saw 
je him whom my soul loveth ? " And there is no 
phase of a Christian's experience so bitter as that 
phase in which he feels that somehow he has lost 
sight of Jesus as his Friend. Is there not then 
great searching of heart ? Is there not then great 
and anxious inquiry. What have I done to lose 
flight of Him ? how can I win Him back ? or like 
poor Mary of old, the cry goes up. They have taken 
away my Lord, and I know not where they have 
laid Him. But is it not true that too often we 
experience something of this terrible feeling, and 
has it not arisen from this, that we have not 
treated Him suflSciently as " precious ? " Oh, shall 
we not, if He is precious, say of everything which 
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comes before us, of aU earthly friendships and 
companions, of all amusements, of all occupations, 
of all books and studies, Will this in any way drive 
Jesus away from me? Satan does delight in 
driving us away from Jesus. Satan does delight 
to occupy our minds and hearts with other objects, 
so that Christ is excluded ; but to those who believe 
He is precious, they guard lest He be driven 
away. And none the less do they guard lest He 
should be pained and injured by their sins. Dear 
friends, do we think enough of this, how our sins 
injure Jesus?, He died to purify unto Himself 
a peculiar people, zealous of good works : if He 
finds us not walking as His own peculiar people,, 
not zealous of good works, but mingling with the 
world and partaking of their works, is He not 
injured? K we are His we are not our own. 
Shall we injure Jesus if He is precious to us? 
The world may be careless about this, but can we 
be so? If so be, we have tasted that. the Lord i& 
gracious. I can conceive of nothing which will 
make a real Christian more anxious and particular 
about his life than this, the dread of injuring, 
or hurting the Lord Jesus by our inconsistencies. 

Once more, if the Lord Jesus is precious. He 
will be to us, as we read in the margin, "an 
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honour." He is the cause of our honourable 
position as sons of God, and He is the One whom 
we delight to honour. And just because we love 
Him, and know all He is in Himself, — ^the One 
only-begotten Son of God, — and all He is to us, 
the source of our present safety and future glory, 
He is to us emphatically an honour. Then we 
shall not be ashamed of Jesus. We shall let our 
light so shine before men, that they will see our 
good works, and glorify our Father, who has 
become our Father, because of our relationship 
to Jesus. What is it that makes many afraid of 
making an open profession of being Christ's own 
people ? Is it not that the world scoffs at those 
who put Christ and His c^use in the first place 
in their lives? Observe that the world never 
scoffs at moderate religion : it rather approves of 
it. It is decent. But if we come out plainly, 
and emblazon Christ on our lives, as men do their 
crests and mottoes on their carriages, — ^if we carry 
about with us in the whole tone and purpose of 
our lives the dying of the Lord Jesus, — ^and if, 
because of His death, we die unto sin, we shall 
soon know what the scoffs of the world ar& In a 
word, if we show our colours because Jesus is our 
Honour, is all that in which we boast and trust. 
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then the world will attack us. It is a glorious 
thing thus to suffer for Christ. It is but little 
now in comparison with what the martyrs of old 
endured. But I see that the days are drawing on 
again fast, when real Christians wiU have to 
endure more. I see a little cloud gathering in the 
growing unbelief and self-pleasing of this world, 
which will soon, I believe, burst with fiiry on all 
true Christians, and then I fear that many pro- 
fessors will fall away ; but to those who believe, 
Jesus will still be all their honour, for all their 
hopes and joy are in Him. And men may take 
away all our other grounds of honour. We may 
be fools for Christ's sake, poor for Christ's sake, 
destitute for Christ's sake, but still glorious ; for 
Christ is our Honour, and that is enough. Is not 
this a testing subject ? Will you use it for this 
purpose? Do remember, I did not write this 
text. It is not my narrowness which has put this 
into the Bible. Here it is, and I only have tried 
to expound it, and show you its full meaning. It 
is a great truth, a searching truth, yet a very 
sweet truth to the children of God. May He, in , 
His mercy, make us each so truly, so constantly, 
so thoroughly, to believe that to us Jesus may be 
precious through time and aU eternity. Amen. 



III. 



Pure Religion and Undefikd. 

JAMES I. S7. 

''Pare religion and nndefiled before God and the Father is 
this, To visit the fatherless and widows in their affliction, and 
to keep himself unspotted from the world." 

The Bible needs to be studied as a whole by any 
one who wishes to be and to show himself an 
active, vigorous, and worthy Christian. It is quite 
true that we have the way of salvation pointed 
out to us very clearly and unmistakably in some 
single texts, so that we may, as it were, run with 
water out of the well of life to the thirsty soul ; 
and as we quote to such, John iii. 16, "God so 
loved the world that He gave His only begotten 
Son, that whosoever believeth on Him should not 
perish, but have- everlasting life." Or as we quote 
to such, the Apostle's answerto the jailorat Philippi, 
when he came in trembling and eagerly asking, 
What must I do to be saved ? we can at once tell 
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such what they need to do in order to win 
eternal life in Jesus. And indeed I think that 
fluch should be the chief work of the ministers of 
the Gospel, and that we are often in danger, while 
seeking some great things to interest and amuse 
people, or to seem very wise, of forgetting the sum- 
mary which St. Paul gives us of his long ministry 
at Ephesus, of which I read in Acts xx. 21: 
''Testifying both to the Jews and also to the 
Greeks, repentance toward God, and faith toward 
our Lord Jesus Christ." But while this is the 
case, we have also to thank God for the other parts 
of Scripture, which tell us of how a Christian man 
ought to live. What ought to be his tone of mind ? 
What ought to be his habit of life ? What ought 
to be his occupation? What will be also the 
dangers against which he ought to guard, and the 
•evils he, as such, ought to resist ? 

Now, there is no book in the New Testament 
more helpfiil for this purpose than the epistle of 
St. James. I am afraid that sometimes it is 
JEfupposed to be either contradictory to, or a toning 
down of St. Paul's teaching. This is a great 
mistake. They both wrote under the guidance 
And inspiration of the same Holy Spirit They 
both of them taught the same way of salvation. 



Pv/re Religion cmd UndeJUed. 49 

The only difference in their writings is, that one 
dwells more upon the inner life of a true believer 
than the outward manifestation, while the other 
dwells upon the practical exhibition which a true 
Christian will and mast make of the inner life 
which he has within him, when he has given 
himself up entirely to be a servant of the Lord 
Jesus. This is the object of St James' epistle; 
and a very useful and necessary object it is. And 
in our present inquiry as to the Scriptural marks 
of a true believer, it is important that we should 
not omit to dwell upon those which are afforded 
to us by St. James, and among them this celebrated 
and grand summary of part of the Christian's life, 
both in its active and passive sides. In the 
preceding verse you will observe he gives a caution 
against ohe sin or failing, which, alas, is very 
common to human nature: namely, chattering, 
or purposeless and so, sinful conversation; and then 
he proceeds to show another department of the 
service of God, to which each true believer is 
attached. I would also ask you to observe that 
there is no article here. It is not "the pure 
religion," etc., as if this was the whole of pure 
religion ; but it is one part of it. We must not 
suppose that if any of us did all that is mentioned 

D 
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in this verse, and yet failed in love to God, he 
would be safe. For here we are met at once by 
St. Paul's declaration in 1 Cor. xiii : " Though I 
give all my goods to feed the poor, and have not 
love, it profiteth me nothing." And further, Hi& 
declaration that '' K any man love not the Lord 
Jesus Christ let Him be accursed when the Lord 
shall come." And our Lord's own declaration in 
John vi. 29 : " This is the work of God, that ye 
believe on Him whom He hath sent." So we 
must understand here that the foundation i» 
presupposed: namely, repentance and faith, and 
that then there will be built, as on this founda- 
tion, this superstructure, a life of benevolent 
compassion, kindness, and mercy, and personal 
purity from the contaminations of the sin which 
is in the world. 

Let us look, then, to-day at these two mark& 
of a true believer. And first of all, see the 
allusion to what is in God's sight true religion,^ 
rather than that which appears so to men or to 
ourselves. I do not know anything which is 
of greater importance than the consideration of 
how things look in God's sight, as distinct from 
man's views of matters. So many are in so much 
hurry, or are so prejudiced, that they do not stop 
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to think that the weights and measures with 
which and by which they are inclined to judge of 
different matters may be quite useless, for they 
are not God's. And so there is an enormous 
amount of self-deceit arising from this false 
estimate of things. And many go on all their 
lives happy and contented and religious ; but not 
in God's sight. They are so to themselves, they 
are so to their neighbours. They satisfy the 
highest demands of men, but not God's. Or 
perhaps, though I think much more rarely, they 
are dissatisfied with themselves, they are much cast 
down because they cannot and have not all the 
power of doing what some others do ; but all the 
time God is looking at them, as well-pleasing in 
His sight, their service is what He would have them 
give. So that to remedy both of these mistakes, 
the great work is to consider what is good in 
God's sight. Another point which we might well 
observe here is the double title given to God. It 
is God and Father. You will remember that, 
when our Lord, in the sermon on the Mount, was 
exhorting His disciples to active and even indis- 
criminate benevolence. He based it then and there 
on the conduct of our Father. Then He tells us 
to love our enemies, and do good to them that 
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liate us and despitefolly use vs, for this reason, 
''That ye may be the children of your Father 
which is in heaven." This is the very position to 
which all the (Jospel of Christ wants constantly 
to bring us^ to make us chUd/ren of our FaOier, 
Tou will remember that in Romans viiL 15. this 
is put as a distinctive mark of true Christians : 
'* For ye have not received the spirit of bondage 
again to fear; but ye have received the Spirit of 
adoption, whereby we cry, Abba^ Father." And 
then alone do we understand, even the spirit of 
our duties as Christians, when we do them to 
please, and because we are children of our Father. 
Remember the tie by which He has become our 
Father, and we His children. It is because we 
are in the risen Jesu& It was immediately after 
His resurrection that He said these significant 
words, ** My Father, and your Father, my God, 
and your God" And it is when we count our- 
selves dead indeed unto sin, but alive unto God 
through Jesus Christ our Lord, that we are able 
to carry out pure religion and undefiled So the 
first point is, that this is a mark of a true believer, 
because it takes Gk)d Himself and no one else as 
our example and our standard. It is a wonderful 
position for us each to place ourselves in, to ask 
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of each question which comes before us, of each 
duty to which we may be called, of each burden 
which we may have to bear. What would God my 
Father do? And we can judge of that by two 
clear evidences: the one is what God is always 
doing. How universally good He is. How the 
summer and winter abound with voices which tell 
of His goodness. How every part of this world, 
though in the grossest darkness of the wicked, 
shares His blessing and His mercy. How we 
ourselves in times when we did not know Him or 
think of Him, have been the recipients of His 
mercy and love. And then the other evidence is, 
the life of Jesus, who is the express image of the 
Father ; and the great question of all others for us 
to decide again and again in all the affairs of life 
is. What would Jesus do ? And so in the duty 
which is here put before us as our occupation, as 
the business and at the same time the pleasure of 
life, we can see it is to be like Ghd, in tenderness, 
in love, and kindness. Of course you can see at 
once that the object of this visiting is supposed 
to be quite apparent: viz., to help, cheer, and 
comfort. And in order te do this we need to be 
utterly unselfish, completely taken out of self, so 
as to be able to sympathize with and so to help 
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those who are in sorrow and suflfering. The wail 
of sorrow and agony and suflfering which is ever 
going up to heaven from this world of sorrow, is 
indeed allowed to go up in order to rouse in each 
of us a feeling of sympathy. And any religion in 
slippers and comforts, any religion which ignores 
the active practical good which we can do to or 
for others, any religion which contents itself with 
emotions and feelings and nice little readings, or 
beautiful and gorgeous services, and does not care 
to go into the back streets and slums, and witness 
and share the sorrows of the sorrowful, and relieve 
the wants of the needy as far as lies in our power, 
fails of the spirit of our Lord and Father. 

I know what great things Christiaaity has done 
in this matter. I know how it has ennobled 
poverty, and often has led to lives of true heroic 
devotion to the help of others ; but nevertheless, 
the cry is still necessary for every Christian, Show 
your Christianity practically! Show it in your 
unceasing, unrewarded, unapplauded,— often, per- 
haps, unknown to others, — action of benevolence, 
and sympathy with all who are in suflfering, and 
who have no claim on you except OTie, that they 
are in sorrow, need, sickness, or any other aflSiiction. 
There are dangers besetting every age. I think 
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that there is a danger besetting this age. And 
I would call it the agency or society danger. And 
that is that we organize our charities too much, 
and do too much through others, and not enough 
ourselves. I would especially call attention to 
the word here, visit, I think a Christian must 
remember that very often the kindly word, the 
attentive sympaOiizing ear, the gentle expression 
and truthful acknowledgment of our brotherhood or 
sisterhood, with all sorrow and all sorrowful ones, is 
often quite as much a comfort as the material aid 
afforded ; and that we do not our full duty, — ^we 
shirk that wholesome discipline which God means 
His children to have in passing through this 
world, when we send always our help, and do not 
visit. I think I see in God's Word that He intends 
sorrow as our discipline, aTid that iftvedo not go 
to sorrow, sorrow will come to us, if we are God's 
children; that the weaning, prayer-producing, 
faith-proving, heaven-longing effects of sorrow 
must be produced in God's people by the sympathy 
and active fellow-feeling whiqh we shall have 
with the sorrowing ; or else by our own sorrows. 
Solomon spoke a great truth when he said, '^ It is 
better to go to the house of mourning than to the 
house of feasting." God's children, who want to 
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follow Jesus^ will seek every means which will 
help to work in them something more of His spirit, 
which I can never think of bat as a subdued 
spirit, filled with the gentle sadness of One who 
is seeing constantly, and feeling for the griefs and 
wants of others. A jolly life, a merry life, a life 
all of laughter and sunshine may seem to be that 
much desired by most, and especially by those 
who complain of the dulness of true Christians. 
But I doubt much if it is the most Christlike in 
its tone, and I do not doubt, becau^se I Jctiow, it is 
not most healthy for the spiritual growth of those 
who are the heirs of heaven. Do not mistake me, 
I do not advocate gloomy moroseness; but I do 
maintain that the subdued feelings which are the 
proper and necessary and natural outcome of & 
constant sympathy with and sight of the sorrows 
and sufferings of others, aye, and their sins too, is 
most Christ-like. 

But another part of this duty is that of feeling 
that we are not absolute disposers of that which, 
in the eyes of thq world, is thought our own. A 
Christian man must feel that his money is not his 
own. He is simply a steward. So many of the 
pleasures of life, so many of those things which, 
while they foster to our pride, our lusts, our too 
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great ease, our lining as it were of our nests here, 
to make them homes instead of the inns of 
travellers, cost money, which is really not our 
own, but belongs to God ; and His messengers are 
coming for it, looking for it, asking for it : they 
are the widows and afflicted. It does ennoble 
our view of the sorrowful and needy if we look 
on them as God's own messengers. Living as we 
do here almost within the sound of the hum and 
roar of that great city, in which there is at all 
moments of every day every form of misery, 
su£fering, need, and want, would it not ennoble 
our lives and our view of all this squalor and 
suffering were we to say, God allows all this in 
mercy and wisdom, that He may constantly exercise 
us in His own character of love and mercy, and 
so make us more like Him ? And so each scene 
of squalor and misery and ignorance becomes to 
us a messenger from God, calling to us to aot out 
true religion, and to show by deeds of love and 
self-denial that we are true believers. I cannot 
understand the claim to be called and thought a 
Christian on the part of those who are too dainty 
to visit suffering, and too refined to visit such 
poverty as the Son of God endured for thirty 
years in the carpenter's shop at Nazareth. And 
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how can we dare to profess and call ourselves 
Christians if we have any surplus over the 
necessities of life^ and those necessities calculated 
with a scrupulous eye as in God's sight, and do 
not spend it in the relief of some of the misery 
which is in the world, either from ignorance, want, 
or illness ? 

But we must press on, and see that this descrip- 
tion of pure religion and undefiled has a negative 
as well as a positive side. Calls to us to keep from 
something as well as to do something. It calls to 
us to keep undefiled from the world as much as it 
calls to us to visit the fatherless and the widow. 
Almost as if the Holy Spirit, who dictated these 
words, foresaw and provided a caution against that 
awful spuit which has again and again appeared 
in the world of nominal Christianity, which would 
mix up many religious performances and much 
benevolent activity on the one hand, with much 
levity and conformity to the spirit and tone of 
the world on the other. Now what does this 
unspotted from the world mean ? Surely we must 
see, in the first place, and without a shadow of 
doubt, that a Christian and the world must be 
opposed. That just as a man walking in an 
expensive and valuable uniform through a filthy 
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and foul yard or courts where mud and offal of 
every description abounded, and amidst which 
wound a very narrow path, by keeping in the 
middle of which he might just barely escape 
contact with, and, so defilement from, the sur- 
rounding filth ; so a Christian, who has been made 
a new creature in Jesus Christ, is called upon to 
walk in the narrow path of holiness, following 
always the track which Christ has made before 
him, amid this world, full of evil lusts, bad maxims, 
hideous habits and customs, awful ambitions, and 
depraved ungodly tastes, and to guard himself 
always from all these surrounding defilements, lest 
he perish, or be defiled. 

Let us look at some of these defilements fi:om 
which he is likely to be spotted, unless he takes 
heed. And here, first of all, we must put down 
the unbelief of the world. The world, as a rule, 
does not fully believe Christianity to be true. It 
cannot ; for it would be absolutely impossible for 
men to believe such a revelation to be fully 
true in all its parts and not be affected by it in 
some way or measure. No, the world at present 
in many places is nominally Christian, because it 
is respectable to be Christian, and because it 
woidd take too much trouble to choose any other 
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form of religion ; and every man must have some 
religion. But having accepted it outwardly, there 
the world is content ; but when you come to the 
particulars, when you come to the essential parts, 
even of repentance towards God, and faith towards 
our Lord Jesus Christ, of the new birth, of the 
spiritual and new life in Jesus, the world does not 
believe this; and I fear sometimes that their 
unbelief affects true Christians. They do not 
become unbelievers, but they are spotted with 
unbelief. They have doubts which are not prayed 
away, not cast out, not finally and fully ejected ; 
but which play unconsciously a bad part in their 
souls, paralyzing all their service, and making it 
uneven and fitful, hindering their praises, checking 
their communion with Christ, and so making them 
walk unworthy of their high and heavenly calling. 
They do not know what is wrong with them. Here 
it is: spotted by the world with unbelief Do 
remember this, that here we have to be on our 
guard. 

Again, the world is full of vanities. The 
preacher of old said of it, "Vanity of vanities: 
all is vanity." And true it is now. But what do 
we mean by vanities "i What do our own 
Church and Prayer-book mean by the vanity of 
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this wicked world? I wonder how many have 
ever gone quietly with their Bibles in earnest 
prayer to God for direction to find this out ! But 
shall we for a moment now try? Vanity then 
must be something which is empty: empty of 
any good, or great, or noble, or beneficial object ; 
empty of any design either for God's glory or the 
good of our fellow-men ; empty of anything truly 
ennobling, truly helpful to the spiritual life of an 
immortal being, truly elevating above the din and 
murmur and pains of this life. Is this a harsh 
definition of vanity ? I think not. . And yet does 
not the world, as a rule, pursue just such things, 
and count them pleasant ? Does not the world 
distinctly place its affections in the wrong place, 
on the wrong objects, and on those things which 
will do harm and not good ; on things which, if 
not positively bad and vile, pull down instead of 
raising? And is there not reason to fear that 
many Cliristians get spotted by these vanities? 
They do not pursue them alone; but they do 
sometimes. They are not devoid of other tastes ; 
but these occupy some, nay, too much of their 
minds. And so one part of pure religion must 
be the careful prayerful, real and true guarding 
ourselves against those things which are empty : 
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empty of anything which will tend to God's glory ; 
empty of anything which will help to alleviate 
human sujGTering or ills ; empty of anything which 
will elevate, sanctify, and ennoble ourselves. Each 
day we shall be tempted by some vanity of the 
world, and each day we need to ask ourselves 
frequently, as St. Bernard of old did. Why am I 
here? And if we cannot give a satisfactory 
answer to the question, if our purpose is one 
empty of anything good, great, or noble, then 
mark it down as a spot from the world, and avoid 
it as you would a plague spot. 

But, further, the world has its atmosphere and 
spirit and tone, which is very dangerous to the 
Christian's spiritual health and life. I do not now 
speak of the affectations, the insincerities, the sham 
civilities, and the veneer polish of the world, which 
often covers coarseness, vulgarity, selfishness, and 
baseness of the worst kind. I leave that to the 
lay satirist; and Juvenal, Horace, Butler, Pope, 
and Thackeray expose all that. But I speak of 
something much more hurtful and dangerous to 
the Christian: namely, that spirit of the world 
which practically denies the Lord Jesus Christ, 
His right to reign now. That spirit puts religion 
quite in the subordinate position. It says you 
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may : nay, you must have religion ; but take care 
that it is not too interfering, either with your 
pursuits, your pleasures, your tastes, your friend- 
ships, or your time. Live now, for the present; 
and although you should give about as large a 
proportion of your time and thought to religion 
as many men give of their incomes to their life 
insurance, take heed that you do not give more. 
Now, a Christian is called upon by Jesus to do the 
very opposite, to be nothing, to engage in nothing 
from which Jesus is excluded, and in which he 
cannot ask and expect the blessing and presence 
of Christ Himself The terrible and miserable 
and suicidal attempt of many to live two lives, 
one for the world, and as people of the world, 
while secretly they are adoring and loving Jesus, 
is causing many to be fearfully spotted. There is 
no page in the history of our own country which 
has caused me more pain, and sympathy with 
suflfering, than those pages which tell us of the 
Jacobites in the courts of William and Ann and 
George I. They were always in misery, always 
wearing a mask, always in fearful danger; and why? 
Because they were trying to serve two masters. 
And just so : I think I see many people in the 
present day who are trying to do the same. They 
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want to be Christians and people of the world at 
the same time. My brethren, these things ought 
not so to be. You are deceiving yourselves if you 
think this is possible. Did not our Lord Jesus 
Christ three times towards the close of His life 
call Satan the Prince of this world ? And so he 
is. And is it not disgraceful to attempt to serve 
Jesus and him at once ? Yet I fear many are 
spotted in this way. And lastly, we are all in 
danger of being spotted with worldly motives, 
worldly principles, worldly methods in doing those 
things which are in themselves innocent; yea, 
even those things which are or might be for God's 
glory. Let me illustrate this by myself. My 
professional work is surely very grand, glorious, 
and a holy work. But if I do that, only in a 
professional and perfunctory way, or if I seek in 
it human applause and praise, or if I so do it as 
the world would do it, then I should be in this 
work^ great and glorious as it is, spotted by the 
world. And can we not in this see the hidden 
but still certain connecting link between the two 
parts of this verse ? Is it not quite possible for all 
good deeds to be spotted by worldly motives, 
pinciples, and methods? Can there not be an 
ostentation of charity, of benevolence, of religious 
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activity, which comes of the world ? Can there 
not be an awful attempt at bargaining with heaven 
in all these things, which speaks again of the 
world? Can there not be a tone of selfishness, 
impulse, unevenness, choosing of duties by our taste, 
instead of by God's will, and God's appointment 
of our lot, which speaks of being spotted by the 
world ? Oh, the holiest and the most retired from 
the world have lashed themselves the most with 
bitter reproaches for the worldly motives which 
have crept in and defiled their holiest actions! 
And yet I find many say that they can be 
thoroughly of the world, and yet serve Jesus. 
Have we not here a good ground for earnest 
«elf-examination, and earnest cry for pardon even 
in our holiest actions ? And do we not want at 
the end of each day to cry with the Psalmist of 
-old, " Purge me with hyssop and I shall be clean : 
wash me and I shall be whiter than snow " ? But 
how is all this to be done ? We have seen already 
that repentance and faith are pre-supposed ; and 
further, it is God's keeping which is also here pre- 
supposed. In John xvii. 15 we read our Lord's 
prayer for His people: "I pray not that Thou 
shouldest take them out of the world, but that 
Thou shouldest keep them from the evil." And it 

E 
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is the grand secret of the Christian life to let God 
keep us. But how ? There is one thing on which 
all depends. That is, that- our vdUa are subdued 
to His will The garden of Gethsemane, the 
agonized cry there of Jesus, — ^Father, nevertheless,, 
not my will, but Thine be done, — must be first 
learned before we can be kept by God. And it is 
idle, nay, worse than idle, for us to pray. Thy will 
be done on earth as it is in heaven, unless we are 
willing to give up our will to His in all things. 
When, then, we do this, then we shall have His 
presence and His joy in our hearts, and be able ta 
show that we are true believers, both actually and 
passively, by visiting the fatherless and widows in 
their affliction, and being kept unspotted from the 
world. 



IV. 



The Believer Sinneth Not. 

1 JOHN m. 9 

** Whoioever is bom of God doth not commit sin ; for His 
Beed remaineth in him : and he cannot sin, becauBO he ib bom 
of God/' 

You will observe, first of all, the contrast which 
is drawa in the next verse, between two classes of 
people who are in the world : the children of God, 
and the children of the devil. A contrast which 
does exist, and which it is at once false and foolish 
to ignore. And the Apostle draws this contrast 
for the express purpose of leading those to whom 
he wrote to examine their own spirits and conduct, 
and so to see to which of these classes they each 
belonged. And you will observe in chap. v. ver. 
18 that the same truth is taught as the one we 
read in our text for to-day: "We know that 
whosoever is bom of God sinneth not*' So that 
we come to one definite conclusion at first, and 
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that is, that there are two classes of people in the 
world ; and they are marked by this distinction, 
one class do righteousness and do not commit sin, 
the other class doeth not righteousness. Surely 
it is worth while for each of us, and at the same 
time is a practical question for us each, to decide 
whether or not we are bom again, and to decide 
it by God's own mark, — ^this one doih not corrmiit 
sin. 

But the first idea which must come into each 
of our minds when we read this verse is. Who then 
can be saved ? for who is there of whom it can be 
always said, he doth not commit sin? And so 
many people are in great distress of mind because 
of this verse, while others, and I fear the majority, 
pass it by as so high an ideal of Christianity that 
they cannot trouble themselves about it, and so 
they pass it by as im worthy of any serious attention. 
I want to save you from this. I am convinced 
that there is here a great and a solemn truth 
purposely taught us in very awful and very general 
words by God the Holy Ghost ; and further, I will 
add a truth, the necessity for which in the present 
day I feel very much. And, first of all, plainly this 
verse does not mean that every believer is always 
and absolutely perfect ; for the same writer in the 
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same epistle expressly guards those to whom he 
wrote against that dangerous doctrine. In chap. i. 
ver. 8 I read, "K we say that we have no sin, 
we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us. 
If we confess our sins. He is faithful and just to 
forgive us our sins, and to cleanse us from all 
unrighteousness." And in chap. ii. ver. 1 we have 
an express provision made for the sins of believers : 
" If any man sin, we have an advocate with the 
Father, Jesus Christ the righteous." So that we 
may at once dismiss from our minds the idea 
which has caused many to despair, — that unless 
we can claim to be perfect, we have no right to 
claim to be the sons of God, or bom of God. 
And at the same time we must dismiss from our 
minds the error which, practically, every Christian 
I have ever met with has repudiated in their own 
case : viz., that of absolute perfection of anyone 
while here on earth. What, then, shall we adopt 
as the meaning of this verse ? I have found an 
interpretation which seems to me at once clear 
and truthful : " The regenerate man does not sin : 
he proposes to himself, as far as possible, a life 
free from sin ; nor does he ever spontaneously give 
himself up to sin. And if, at any time, contrary 
to the purpose of his mind, he shall have offended, 
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he neither rashes headlong into sin^ nor does he 
continue in it ; but having acknowledged his error, 
he immediately returns in haste to his former 
course as soon as, and as far as, he is able." And 
the same author adds the similitude of the 
magnetic needle, which always points to the pole, 
is easily turned aside from this direction, but 
always re-seeks the pole. So that I think we may 
now go on and look into some of the particulars 
of this definition of the regenerate man with a 
certainty that, in this, we are only applying to 
different cases the exact statement of God's own 
Word. 

And, first of all, a true believer has a general 
determination against all known sin. He has 
made up his mind that at all cost of personal 
taste and inclination, long-established and dearly- 
loved habit, popular custom, profit, great pleasure, 
ease, freedom from pain and inconvenience, at the 
cost of each of these, or of all of these together, 
he will not sin. He has, in fact, proclaimed in 
the secret of his own heart a determined and a 
thorough war against all sin. In the time, whether 
it was some wondrous hour, or day, or at some 
season^ the crisis of which he could not fix, but at 
the time when he accepted Christ as His Saviour 
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and His Lord and King, he also, and by the same 

act, determined that henceforth he would live 

altogether warring against sin in himself. So 

that although he knows that he is often £EJling, 

and always liable to fall ; yet, still his purpose, his 

intention, his object, is the same : not to sin. It 

is a tremendous resolution this. Yet it is just 

yielding to God. Won by His love in Christ 

Jesus, conquered by the exceeding depth of mercy 

displayed in the Gbspel plan of salvation, startled 

into perceiving the right which (Jod has to rule 

•each of us, thoroughly and in all things, convinced 

that God's ways are best and safest, the man 

who has been bom of God declares, I will have 

nothing more to do with sin : it is an enemy, a 

poison, a disease and plague ; and as such, I will 

and must look upon it. It is impossible, with 

this verse before us, to take any lower idea of 

what is the Christian's position. It must be 

nothing short of a general and vigorous resolution 

against all sin. There can be no dallying with 

.some pet sin, there can be no exception made, 

there can be no purpose to serve God at certain 

times and in certain respects, and yet to serve 
Self and Sin and Satan in other respects, and at 

other times ; but the giving up of self to God's 
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service^ and so too the avoidance of sin, must be 
thorough and general See what St. Paul says 
about this in Bom. vi. 22 : " But now being made 
free from sin, and become servants to God, ye 
have your fruit unto holiness, and the end ever- 
lasting life." Hear, again, what our Lord says in 
Matt. vii. 21 : " Not every one that saith unto 
Me, Lord, Lord, shall enter into the kingdom of 
heaven ; but he that doeth the will of my Father 
which is in heaven." So that from all sides 
there comes to the Christian this call, that when 
he became a Christian, he was pledged against 
all sin. 

And, now, how are we to reconcile this with 
what, alas, is very common and very popular in 
the present day: a modulated Christianity, and 
only a very partial war against sin ? There are 
many people who say that they do not believe in 
sudden conversion, but in gradual improvement. 
Now, what does this mean ? Is it this, that they 
do not believe in the necessity for, or the possi- 
bility of, an attack on all sin at once ; but they 
hope and intend to give up their sins little by 
little. Now, if they mean this, of such I say, 
on the authority of St. John, and indeed of the 
whole Bible, they are not bom of Ood. They may 
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be many other things. They may be religious, 
they may be zealous for some doctrines, they may 
be amiable and kind, they may be reverent in 
demeanour, they may be benevolent, but they are 
not horn of God, And if not bom of God, then 
here is the awful declaration of St. John as the 
other alternative, children of the devil. Is it 
possible for a man to be bom of Ood and yet to 
say, I intend with my eyes open, with a full 
knowledge that it is a sin, with a deliberate 
purpose, and, not under the blinding madness of 
some sudden passion, to commit some sin, or 
some sins, which I will not give up or part with ? 
Surely we must say No to this. We must close 
our Bibles, bum our Prayer-books, pull down our 
churches, or turn them into assembly rooms for 
any other purpose but the service of God, if we 
can say that a man is bom of God, and yet can 
deliberately determine to go on in any sin : in any 
thing which he knows clearly to be sin. Do not 
mistake me. I believe that most conversions are 
not now sudden, but gradual : in this way, that the 
light of God's Truth, and of the value of their 
souls, and of the reality of Christ's love, and 
Christ's atonement, and Christ's promises does 
not in general come on most people in a sudden 



74 Scriptural Marks of a True Believer. 

rush, as it did on the day of Pentecost; but 
gradually dawns, grows stronger and clearer, . 
until won by the full sight of it, such souls cast 
down their arms, cease their opposition to God, 
and, accepting Christ as their own Saviour, learn 
to rejoice in Him and serve Him. But until this 
is done, they are not bom of God ; and all that we 
have to do is, to intreat such to take the one grand 
and necessary step of decision for Christ. They 
may have much which is attractive and pleasant 
before this, much which is very hopeful ; but until 
this is done, it is cruelty on the part of those 
who know better ; it is a terrible failure in charity 
and deep Christian love to deceive any such, and 
it is the essence ofpre^tical love to run all risks of 
paining, of offending, of being thought harsh and 
unkind, to repeat again and again to such the 
words of our Lord Jesus, ''Ye must be bom 
again." I fear that at the present time we have 
much danger of mistake on this subject. I fear 
that many .are deceiving themselves, that this 
thorough dedication to Christ, and this total 
renunciation of all sin, is not necessary; and I 
would press upon any who think thus the words 
of my text, and ask them whether, in the face of 
such words, they can still go on contented to 
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remain out of Christ, and yet imagine that they 
are safe. It is quite true that there is often a 
gradual progress of light in the soul before this 
new birth ; and that there is a gradual progress in 
spiritual life, and knowledge after it ; liut the line 
must be crossed : and it is crossed in that day^ or 
that hour, when there is a thorough acceptance of 
Christ, as Saviour and King, and a thorough and 
<;omplete determination against all sin. 

But again, the man bom again cannot be con- 
tented to remain in ignorance about his own 
spiritual state^ and his life. He will be very 
anxious to examine two things, — hvmself and ihe 
Word of Ood, He will be anxious to examine 
himseK constantly, as to what are his motives, 
what are his affections, what are his constant 
intentions in every matter. The true believer is 
very suspicious of the entry of sin into his soul. 
He knows how very subtle is Satan. He knows 
how insinuating is sin. He knows how constantly 
he has yielded to sin in former times, and how the 
tone of the world aroimd him and his own sinful 
inclinations are likely to deceive him; so he is 
always on his guard, and watching against sin in 
himseK. Like a busy, active, cleanly housewife^ 
whose eye is on every comer for a cobweb, on 
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e^eiy table for a patch of dust, on all the fireirons 
for rust, on every cloth for a speck, or, in fact, for 
anything which may prevent the perfect cleanliness 
of her house ; so the believer is sensitively anxious 
about the intrusion of sin in his heart, words, tone 
of mind, and life. He cannot bear sin. He learns 
to look upon it as the most terrible eviL He 
must search it out under all its disguises, all its 
false appearances of being only innocent enjoyment, 
and natural pleasure; and when he finds it, as, 
alas, he often does find it, even in his holy things,, 
then he, with earnest prayer for forgiveness, and 
for (jod's power to be majiifested in him, sets to- 
work to turn it out. I would press this as an 
honest meaning of this verse, — that there is such 
hostility in the true Christian to sin that he is 
constantly searching for the symptoms of it, lest 
it should have hold of him and ruin him. Oh,, 
how gladly will such an one hail any help in this 
search ! The complaint will not be then that a 
ministry is too searching, or too severe on sin ; but 
the cry will be, " Help me to find out my sin, lest 
it ruin me ; " and in private prayer the cry of the 
Psalmist will often ascend to heaven : " Search 
me, O God, and know my heart ; try me, and know 
my thoughts ; and see if there be any wicked way 
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in me, and lead me in the way everlasting." And 
then, how the word of God will be searched for 
light ! What is sin ? and what is holiness ? will 
be two questions of vital importance in the eyes 
of such people. They cannot bear sin, so they 
^want to find out what is sin. Not how they may 
find excuses for this, or reasons why something 
else shall be allowed ; but rather, what does God's 
Word teach me is wrong, and unworthy of one 
of His children, — and what does it tell me, on the 
other hand, is the life and walk' worthy of one 
who is an heir of God and joint heir with Christ ? 
I feel sure that this spirit of careful examination 
into the truth of God's Word, and our own state, 
is a necessary part of this " doth not commit sin." 
Among the Scriptural marks of a true believer, 
I would urge you to take this one. Are you ever 
searching your hearts ? Are you ever examining 
your motives, your tastes, your words and actions, 
and this by the simple light of God's Word, lest 
you should be sinning unconsciously, and from 
ignorance? Let me illustrate this. There is 
some illness in your house of a possibly infectious 
nature. One member is sick, and all the other 
members of the household are liable to catch the 
illness. How carefully they will watch for the 
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symptoms! There may be some clear outward 
marks, or some spots, or other indications, either 
of sleepiness, or of fever and excitement. And if 
they are discovered, or there is any idea even that 
they are there, how diligently will you all search 
and see! Is the evil really there? Am I in 
danger of this illness? Just so is it with the 
Christian and sin. He knows that sin is about, 
he sees it in the world all round him ; nay, he 
has suffered fearfully from it already himself He 
has only been* rescued by the great Physician, 
Jesus, who has come to Him, and by His Holy 
Spirit has made him His child. And now he so 
dreads sin, that he is ever on guard against the 
appearance of it, as he knows its fearful, its 
dangerous, its deadly nature. 

But again, the true believer will not make any 
allowance for different sins. All sin is now ab- 
horrent to him, for all sin is hateful to Jesus, and 
to the believer's new nature. You see in the 
world that great distinctions are made between 
great sins and little sins ; between bad sins and 
sins which are not so bad. And many people 
allow themselves in certain little sins, and still 
are quite happy and comfortable because they are 
not guilty of gross sins. And it is one of the 



The Believer SinneUi JS^ot 79 

most painful sights I oonstantly witness^ the in- 
dignation and pious abhorrence which worldly 
people have of certain sins to which, from their 
position or circumstances, they are not tempted at 
aU, while they are constantly pleading for a 
charitable blindness to their own pet little sins, 
which they lova You will find such people very 
great in obedience to the letter of the Ten Com- 
mandments, especially the second table, any 
breaches of which are inconvenient, and treated 
as crimes by society ; but not so particular about 
the interpretation of those commands given hy 
our Lord in the Sermon on the Mount, and the 
close and awful exposition He has there given of 
the sins to which we are all exposed, and into 
which we are liable to fall But when any one is 
bom again, and becomes a true believer, all, this is 
changed, and the Christian becomes an enemy to 
sins, which otherwise he would not have thought 
much about, or not thought about at alL Then 
the new Christian virtues which Christ has taught 
us become as valuable and as necessary in his 
sight as the old natural virtues which survived 
partly even in heathen times. And the Christian 
seeks to be pure in spirit, pure in heart, meek, 
peacemaking, hungering and thirsting after right- 
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eousness, because Jesus has called these attitudes 
of the soul blessed^ as much as to abstain from 
murder, adultery, theft, or perjury. He cannot 
go on happily with any of those sins, however 
slight they may seem in the eyes of the world, 
which Christ has condemned. And the angry 
temper, the irritable spirit, the censorious, harsh, 
unkind thoughts of others, the foolish habit of 
speech, the indolent neglect or partial discharge 
of duty, the hurried prayer, and the neglected 
Bible, the selfish pleasure, will cause him as much 
pain as a gross outward sin will cause a man or 
woman whose standard is only that of the world. 
I want to impress this on you, and on myself: we 
must make war on little sins. The new life which 
is breathed into a Christian when he is born again 
makes no distinction of sins, and begs for none to 
•be spared ; but says, Down with them all. 

Alas, I fear we are often tempted to think, that 
like Saul of old, we may keep our delicate Agag, 
and the best of the sheep and oxen, which we 
should like to have a little longer ; but the new- 
nature says. No, down with them all: they are 
enemies of Jesus. Nor, shall we make another 
distinction, if bom again, of condemning the sins 
of others while harbouring our own. We have all 
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our diflferent constitutions, physically and ment- 
ally, derived partly from our parents, and partly 
from our education; and each different constitution 
will have a tendency to some different sin; but 
the man bom of God cannot yield to that The 
cry must be, of the sin most loved, most scarred 
into the constitution. Cut it down : it is an enemy 
of Jesus, and my peace. 

Again, the man bom again does not go as near 
sin as possible ; he will not play with edged tools 
in the hope of not being hurt ; he will not swallow 
a. little poison in the hope that it will not kill ; 
but win be ever trying to walk so that sin shall 
have the least opportunity of attacking him. I 
have often been almost amused, but more pained, 
at the anxious, sensitive precautions, which I 
have seen people take to avoid infection and 
infectious places, who yet, while claiming to be 
good Christians, still love to go as near sin as 
possible. It is quite true that duty will often 
place us in scenes, and in positions, where we 
must meet with temptation ; but shall we seek 
such scenes, if the rule of our life, if the voice of 
our inner nature is, I cannot commit sin ? Will 
not the one bom of God say of many things. Here 
I must walk very cautiously, here I must abstain 

F 
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from what would be pleasant ; for though I do not 
see that it is wrong in itself, yet it may lead to 
sin; and I see it does lead to sin in many, so I 
know it will be likely to lead me to sin, so I will 
avoid it I would speak tenderly on this. But 
does not this verse betray such a sensitive shrink- 
ing &om sin, that the Christian must hate even 
the garment spotted by the flesh ? Is it easy to 
follow Christ? Is not the whole Bible full of 
cautions, of the need of the Christian conflict, 
and the Christian watchfuhiess, and Christian 
armour ? And shall I say I do not need all this 
watchfulness, if the rule of my life is, doth not 
commvU sin ? Would the captain of the Eurydice 
have kept all sails set, and the men down below 
deck, if he had known that the coming cloud 
was a burst of awful wind ? And shall we pass 
through the channel of life, seeing clouds all 
around us, fraught with blasts of winds of temp- 
tation, and not take in much saU, and go very 
quietly through ? We may be thought slow and 
tame, but we cannot sin. 

And, again, the Christian cannot sin; but he 
may suffer. I think it often comes to this for 
the children of God, as certainly it did with Jesus 
their Master. The two alternatives came to Him 
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in the awful hunger, after the forty days bet, to 
nse His Almighty power for Himself; biit He 
conld not sin : He conld suffer. So it will oome to 
ns. Again and again we shall come to cross 
roads in our life, — one path will he narrow, stony^ 
thorny, and very, very lonely. There will he a 
black cloud often hanging over it, of the world's 
hatred and scorn; there will he stones there for 
our feet, of those things which are most paiiifiil 
to our natural inclinations; there will he thorns 
there of the unpleasant sides of duties ; but there 
will be no sin thera And the other path will be 
wide and broad and full of excellent company: 
no cloud of this world's frown hangs over it, no 
rough stones are there ; for do not all people go 
along it, except a few fieuiatics, so the stones are 
trodden into a smooth pavement, and the thorns 
of duties have been torn up by the gloves of 
excuses. But there is one thing in that path 
which is not in the other, and that is, ei/n, is there. 
She is gaily dressed, pleasant spoken, and none 
seem to mind her; diminutive in stature, and 
unobtrusive, perhaps, in manner; yet there she 
is : and when the Christian sees that sin is there, 
he cannot go along that patL He cannot sin; 
but he may suffer. Yes, we often hear this as 
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an excuse for sins. I was obliged, or otherwise I 
should have suffered. A Christian will accept 
that alternative and say, it is true : I will suffer ; 
but that which is within me, by God's grace, will 
not let me sin. I take the path of suffering, 
whether mental or bodily, and there Jesus will 
be with me. 

And, once more, when from blindness and 
ignorance, from sudden passion and temptation, 
from a careless walk,' producing a fall, the 
Christian does trip and fall into sin, he does not 
remain in it. No, he finds something in sin which 
is not congenial to his new, his better, his real 
nature, and so he cannot stay in it. It may cost 
him much to return ; it may cost him that which 
at once hinders unconverted people, in many 
cases, from giving up their sins and turning from 
a wrong course of life : the acknowledgment that 
he has been wrong and has done wrong. It 
may cost much to break through the chains of 
some habit or custom which has been adopted in 
ignorance that it was sin ; but when the light has 
shone upon the Christian, and he sees that what 
he has done in ignorance is unworthy of a follower 
of Jesus, he cannot continue in it: "he doth not 
commit sin." I think that, in the present day. 
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this is one of the distinctive and yet terrible 
marks of those who are outwardly religious^ and 
yet not bom again ; that while they will allow 
themselves in general terms to be sinners^ they 
will not allow that any specific thing which they 
do, is sin. And so, because they have not the new 
nature, they go on committing sin, and will not 
acknowledge that it is sin. Why then is it that a 
true believer does not commit sin? Why is he 
so fearful and sensitive on this subject? The 
reason is given here : because Ood's seed remains 
in him. That which God the Holy Ghost has 
produced in him, whereby he became a child of 
God; that living, personal trust in Christ, that 
true love to God, that heavenly and Divine nature, 
that longing after righteousness and holiness, that 
sincere desire after conformity to the image of 
Jesus, — all these things which (Jod the Holy 
Spirit has engendered in his heart, when he was 
brought to the Lord, compel him to an absolute, 
unflinching, constant struggle against sin. It is 
this which makes the difference between the 
knowledge of Christianity and the knowledge of 
Christ, and the difference between a nominal and 
a true believer. And if St. John, in his day, 
found it necessary to utter this wonderful caution. 
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is it not necessary now? Do we not need to 
judge ourselves^ lest we be judged and condemned 
of the Lord? Is it not wise for us to take a 
simple, plain, honest mode of conducting this 
examination? Shall we not ask ourselves such 
questions as these: Do I hate all sin? Do I 
carefully watch against all sin ? Am I anxious to 
be taught what is sin, so that I may avoid it? 
Do I determine to watch against, and to have 
done with, even what the world and Satan would 
call little sins, and even what may lead to sin ? 

This is indeed a very heart-searching subject. 
Remember, it is the loving Apostle St. John who 
has written this text. Let us not forget that he 
has repeated it twice. Oh, what an awful book is 
the Bible when honestly read, with a simple 
desire to know what it does teach ! Oh, how 
earnestly we ought to seek for reality in our 
service of God ! Then the Bible is full of comfort, 
and then we can take the comfort and apply to 
Jesus ourselves for all that we need. But for 
this we must be bom of God. We must know 
Him for ourselves ; and then here is the mark of 
it : we shall hate sin, and not commit sin. I have 
two great objects in this lecture. The first is to 
provide you with a Scriptural antedote to the evil 
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of the day, wliich is self -deceit. Could we have a 
better one? Would not this verse, honestly 
studied and applied to ourselves, beat down many 
vain excuses which now deceive many, and so 
lead them to fly at once and thoroughly to Jesus 
for life ? And my second object is, to lead us each 
to be more fervent, and earnest, and constant, and 
particular in prayer, against all our sins, that we 
may show that we are horn again, and children 
of our ** Father, who art in heaven." 



V. 



The Believer a Little Child. 

MATTHEW XVm. 2, 8. 

''And JeBUB called a little child unto Him, and set him in 
the midst of them, and said, Verily I say unto yon, Except 
ye be oonyerted, and become as little children, ye shall not 
enter into the kingdom of heaven." 

Hebe, then, we have clearly a mark of a true 
believer. None can doubt that what is necessary 
for an entry into the kingdom of heaven must be 
a mark of a true believer. None can assert that 
the lesson of this passage is a human addition. 
It is from the Master Himself. He who is Him- 
self the Door of the kingdom of heaven ; He who 
is the great, the good Shepherd, who gave His 
life for the sheep ; He it is who tells us here what 
is one qualification, and a very important one for 
His true disciples, for entry into His kingdom : it 
is to be 08 little diUd/ren, as humble, as teachable, 
as loving, as unassuming as a little child. Tou 
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will observe what was the occasion which called 
forth this rebuke from our Lord. His disciples 
had indulged in a contention among themselves 
as to who should be the greatest in the kingdom 
of heaven. Our Lord, as was not unfrequently 
the case, takes an illustration from something 
near Him, and calls a little child, and places him 
in the midst of them, and makes him a text, on 
which He preaches a terribly heart-searching 
sermon to His disciples, and, through them, to all 
who should at any time acknowledge His authority, 
and desire to know the terms of admittance into 
His kingdom. There is much favour exhibited 
in Scripture to little children : they are frequently 
taken as a picture of that which must be the true 
Christian's character. The Psalmist, in Psalm 
cxxxi. 2, says, " Surely I have behaved and quieted 
myself as a child that is weaned of his mother : 
my soul is even as a weaned child." Again, our 
Lord says, in Matt. xix. 14, " Suffer little children, 
and forbid them not, to come unto Me: for of 
such is the kingdom of heaven." 

Again, we get some clue as to the lesson which 
children are to be to us in 1 Cor. xiv. 20 : "Brethren, 
be not children in understanding : howbeit in 
malice be ye children, but in understanding be 
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men.'* And once more, in 1 Pet. ii 2 : "As new- 
bom babes, desire the sincere milk of the word, 
ihat ye may grow thereby." These are a few of 
the many passages in which children are put 
before ns as examples, while we cannot forget or 
pass by the beautiful answer of Solomon to the 
promise of Qod to give him what he would ask : 
" I am but a little child ; I know not how to go 
out, or come in ; " and we know what an abundant 
blessing that prayer brought down as an answer, 
so that we need have no difficulty in deciding as 
to the meaning of the passage I have taken for 
my text, or this mark of a true believer. Seeing, 
then, this ambitious spirit in Hig disciples, this 
desire to be great, our Lord gives it the most 
crushing and terrible rebuke, by saying, that their 
spirit not only unfitted them for being the greatest 
in the kingdom of heaven, but even for entering 
there. So that there must be in this lesson some- 
thing of intense and vital importance for the con- 
sideration of all of us, as to whether we have that 
spirit which is necessary for Grod's children. And 
first of all as to the word *' converted." There is 
a use of the same Greek word in Acts viL 39, 
" In their hearts turned back again." There you 
will see it is a bad turn, — a turn round in a wrong 
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direction^ — and so the more clearly shows us what 
it is which is meant by the word : namely, a 
tumvtvg Toy/nd : the same as, I believe, is meant 
by the word used repeatedly in the New Tes- 
tament for repentance, or change of mind and 
heart, — a turning round of the whole inner man 
from one direction, and one bent, into the opposite. 
And when we are sent now to preach to the world 
converswn and repefpJtcmcey it is just this which 
we are to insist upon as necessary for an entry 
into the kingdom of heaven, — a complete and 
thorough turning round of the whole inner man 
from that which it is naturally, into this which 
is here described as the spirit of every Christian : 
the mind, temper, disposition, and estimate 
of self, of a little child. Is not this an analysis of 
conversion from the mouth of our Lord Himself, 
which is well worthy of our consideration, and 
which it will be easy for us to take as a test of 
whether or not we have been truly converted? 
For whether men like the subject or not, there is 
very much said about conversion in the Bible; 
and though it is spoken of under very many 
different terms in the Bible, yet even under this 
uord U is spoken of at least eight ti/mes in the 
New Testament. So that we must see that there 
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is a plain necessity for us to be turned round from 
our natural disposition and bent^ or inclination^ 
into something quite opposite : viz., that of a pure- 
minded, humble, simple, loving, little child. Aye, 
this is where ministers of the Gospel who want 
to see souls saved find their greatest obstacle, — 
the hatred of the natural heart of men to the 
subject of conversion. They do not object to any 
other teaching so much as this, for nothing else is 
so humbling. And still the cry must go forth, 
whether they will hear, or whether they will for- 
bear, " Except ye be converted." I want to press- 
this upon you to-day, as the teaching of our Lord 
Himself. See, that it was addressed to His own 
disciples, who no doubt were excellent men, had 
already done much for Christ, had already preached 
the Gospel, and wrought miracles in His name, 
and yet needed this change. How awfully solemn, 
then, must be our thoughts upon this subject! 
How carefully we need to examine ourselves, lest 
we should have every other qualification, and yet 
not be converted into the true spirit which is 
necessary for an entry into the kingdom of heaven ! 
And how imperatively the call comes to each of 
us to urge upon all men, not the human standards 
which satisfy men's demands, and men's ideas. 
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but God's commands and claims: namely^ this 
stupendous, radical change of becoming lUUe 
children ! What, then, will be the spirit, or mind, 
or heart, into which all must be converted ? First 
of all, surely one of intense humility. I have no 
doubt I have told you before, but you must bear 
hearing it again, the opinion of the great St. 
Augustine on this subject, who, on being asked, 
**What is the first article in the Christian 
religion ? " replied, " Humility." " And what the 
second ? " " HumiUty.'' " And what the third ? " 
" Humility." And each book of the New Testa- 
ment puts humbleness of mind in the first place 
among Christian virtues ; while even in the Old 
Testament it was revealed to Micah, that the 
three things which God required of any one were, 
" to do justice, to love mercy, and to walk humbly 
with thy God." So that there can be no doubt 
that the greatest and clearest manifestation of the 
Christian life will be this, true humility. 

Now what is this humility ? Where shall we 
go«for a definition ? I think we cannot do better 
than to go to a little child, who is still a child ; for, 
alas, in the present day it is often hard to find a 
real child : children are so early trained to forget the 
virtues of childhood, and to be painful miniature 
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mea and women of the world. But find a real 
child, who has no idea of seeniing to be, or trying 
to he anything hut what it ia ; there you see a 
desire to learn, to be taught, to please, to be 
easily pleased, to be guided and directed ; there 
you see that it has not learnt the detestable art 
of self-reflection, and of -poavng, as it were, in 
certain mental or bodily postures, so as to produce 
a certain ides ctf itself in the mind of others ; 
there you will see a thorough distrust of itself, 
and of its own attainments, and a vety easily 
aroused, intensely sensitive, conscience. How 
easily the blush of shame will come to the real 
child's face; how easily the tear of true deep 
sorrow for sins conmutted, either hy foigetfulness, 
or sudden passion, or temptation ! How soon their 
sins are acknowledged, and the guilt of them 
confeased to be real and true ! All this is a part 
of humility. Then how little will content a true 
child, as to deference and respect and honour paid 
him ! A child from the street will be quite as 
acceptable to a true child for a playmate aa a 
King's son ; and the equality and fraternity which 
they would soon establish as the unspoken agree- 
ment aad unwritten law of the playground or 
nursery, must surely speak to us, and tell us some- 
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thing of what is the childlike spirit It is true 
that this soon vanishes. It is trde that part of 
civilization seems to be to banish all this natural 
humility and ignoianoe of grades from a child's 
mind as soon as possible^ and to teach it, as early 
as possible, those fine grades of distinction in the 
classes of society which are made and marked by 
adults ; and children are in this matter very apt 
pupils. But take a child as it is naturally, and it 
is in this respect very humbla Again, it is very 
easily rebuked : there is no spirit of self-defence 
always standing on guard in a simple child, to 
ward oflF and to turn the edge of aU reproofe and 
rebukes. But conscience seems to be nearer the 
door, and quicker to answer the bell of a visitor, 
who comes in the shape of a word of warning, or 
rebuke, than in the case of adults. I think that 
perhaps none can better illustrate to us the way 
in which to receive rebukes than little children, 
who easily burst into tears and sob, when some 
fault is pointed out, and have no thought for 
excuses or self-defence. As children of our 
heavenly Father this is just what we want, — ^to 
take His rebukes fully, easily, and candidly. Oh, 
how much more good our Bible-reading would do 
for us ! How much more our church attendance 
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would do us! How much more any reading of 
good books, or converse with CSiristian friends 
of a higher spiritual life than ourselves, did we 
lay aside entirely this spirit of self-defence^ and 
humbly learn to take rebukes, and seek for grace to 
know more what is His will, and do it I I suppose 
that nothing so hinders the work of the ministers 
of the Giospel, that nothing negatives all their 
teaching and instruction and exhortations, so 
much as this spirit of self-defence, which often 
will not give a rebuke the fsdr play of full con- 
sideration, but will at once call out the reserves of 
excuses and palliations, to make wrong appear 
right, and to make a good defence against warning 
or exhortation, which might otherwise have been 
greatly blessed to the salvation or sanctification of 
the souL 

And yet^ all the time, how thoroughly Christi- 
anity calls for, and demands, the spirit of true 
humility! How our Bibles ring with calls for 
humility, and reasons enough to humble us to the 
very dust, as we look on the picture of what Jesus 
was, and what we ought to be, and then look at 
ourselves ; and how our Prayer-books bristle with 
the language of humility which we use very easily 
and very unfeelingly under the cover of the con- 
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venient ''we,*' which, instead of including, as it 
ought to do, often seems to me to exclude the "/" 
of true humility and confession, and cries for 
mercy and help ! How our souls would cling to 
the Lord Jesus Christ with ever increasing love 
and ever increasing devotion, did we always feel, 
and ever feel more and more, our own unworthi- 
ness, and the greatness of that stupendous salvation 
He has wrought out for us! How our hearts 
would be open to, nay, would seek the soft, the 
gracious, the real work of God the Holy Ghost, 
were we not so often occupjring the ground before- 
hand with our own thoughts, our own preconceived 
ideas, and our own longings! O what a truly 
blessed posture must be that of a thoroughly 
humible soul, daily waiting at the throne of grace 
for more grace and mercy for every time of need, 
daily listening for the still small voice of the 
Spirit of God, and longing for His teaching in 
and through and by the Word ; and ever in the 
posture of little Samuel of old, however often the 
call may come, however it may be unexpected in 
its manner, or inconvenient in its time, still to 
say, " Speak, for Thy servant heareth " I Indeed, 
I could spend more time in putting before you 
this part of my subject. It is very near my 

G 
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hearty as I am convinced it is the greatest of all 
wants for many in the present day. But I am 
sometimes disheartened on this subject, and feel 
that while more showy and tall and stately 
virtues and religious performances are at present 
highly honoured, this one, which, like the violet, 
is very lowly, and even hides itself as much as it 
can, is desperately out of fashion; that my 
Bible is out of fashion, or that many fancy they 
have received some new revelation, which tells 
them that humility is worn out, and is out of 
date, and that now to make a dash in the world, 
to hold up one's head, and bargain for and claim 
the respect and deference of others, is the coming 
virtue of Christianity. But to you who acknow- 
ledge with me, Jesus of Nazareth as your one and 
only Saviour, and His words as your rule of life ; 
to you who take the Bible as your guide as to 
the will of God, and the true receipt for your 
happiness, I make one request, — ^pray for daily, 
seek for constantly, this spirit of a little child: 
true, genuine, and thorough humility ! And when 
you are seeking it, O take heed that you be not 
deceived with a counterfeit ! No virtue is so easily 
imitated as humility. Like the violet, again, there 
is a base and spurious imitation : like in colour. 
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but scentless and without fragrance. How can 
you tell the false from the real, but by bruising ? 
Touch the real^ it sends out a sweet and pleasant 
fragrance; touch the other, the dog violet, and 
there is none. And so true humility shines best 
when most injustice is done you ; while the false, 
while using the language of humility, has no 
fragrance when there is injury or injustice, but is 
up in arms at once : the cloak is thrown off, and 
the rapier of self-defence flashes out to revenge 
the injury or injustice, which childlike humility 
would have borne for Jesus' sake. 

But, again, this spirit wiU be a very simple 
spirit. I mean by that, a little child is intensely 
simple in his tastes, longings and desires; and 
BO must a true believer be. We are living in an 
eminently artificial age. We are living in an 
age when on all hands luxury, pomp, and indul- 
gence are creeping on, and over people ; and it is 
very hard to restrain them. Just before the fall 
of Belshazzar, Babylon had become the centre of 
luxury and self-indulgence; and then the hand- 
writing on the wall appeared. Just before the 
fall of the Boman Empire, wealth and luxury had 
reached their height, and done their worst, and 
the effeminate descendants of the grand old 
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Bomans could not stand before the hordes of 
barbarians^ whom their more simple forefathers 
would easily have repelled. And, I confess, I 
tremble for my own land very much. The spread 
of luxury, the many things which are now looked 
upon only as necessaries, which in other ages 
would have been regarded as extraordinary 
luxuries, seem to me to speak with warning 
voice of the decadence of national virtue and 
hardiness; and I know that Christianity suffers 
by it. I know that many would become Christians 
were it not for these luxuries. I know that the 
time which they take, the toil which they take 
to procure them, the care which is needful to 
preserve them, the enervation of the body which 
they produce when they are enjoyed, hinder 
and mightily interrupt communion with God, and 
enjoyment of His service. Yes, I am sure that 
for each of us it would be better if we could go 
back in all respects to the simplicity of our tastes 
and desires, as very little children. How easily 
are children pleased ! Is not that quite proverbial, 
and yet in our superior wisdom we almost relegate 
that to idiots, which Jesus says we must have, if 
we are to enter the kingdom of heaven. And 
while we are multiplying our tastes and enlarging 
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our desires for all maimer of things, while we 
seek to pamper our palates, to stimulate our 
appetites, to outshine our neighbours, to ward off 
the faintest appearance or danger of any bodily 
discomfort ; while we flaunt and plume ourselves 
often in costume, which is newest in fashion, and 
most startling in appearance, — all this time often 
the soul is being absolutely starved; and the 
hurried daily prayera, morning and evening, and 
the closed or hurriedly read Bible, show which way 
the soul is tending. I do feel that a Christian 
cannot be too simple, too homely, too quiet in his 
or her taste; and I do feel that unless we are 
severely, truthfully, scrupulously seeking this, there 
is no mark of a true believer. Oh, that vying with 
the world! What would a simple child know 
about it, or care about it ? Oh, that ever craving 
for some new excitement ! What would the bimple 
child know about it? Oh, that unreal affected 
mannerism of the world! What does a simple 
child know about it ? Oh, that greedy hastening 
to be rich in order to exceed someone else in 
display I What would a simple child know about 
it ? And how can a child of Gkxl know anything 
about these things ? How can one, whose home, 
whose heart, whose affections are not^ cannot^ 
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must not be here, know about these things ? How 
can a true follower of Jesus of Nazareth, who had 
not where to lay His head, seek these things ? I 
know that there is a difficulty in the minds of 
many about the duties of their position. Aye, 
duties of position : would to God they were felt 
more by all of us. Would to Grod that servants, 
poor neighbours, the wide circle of friends of all 
kinds, felt that, in the quickening words for Jesus 
which these duties would pour forth. And how 
powerfully would words for Jesus come from those 
who, with the means to live like the world, still, 
as followers of Jesus^ were living in the simplicity 
of little children ! I would urge this upon your 
truthful consideration, and ask whether we do 
not each of us need to take our Lord's words in 
this respect as a solemn warning against sub- 
mission to the fashions and luxuries of the day, 
and a great command to each of us in the 
fashioning of our lives, in everything to seek the 
simplicity of little children. 

And now, surely, this also includes the faith 
and trustfulness, and loving, clinging affection of 
a child. There is no illustration of faith better, 
or more fitting, than the feeling and conduct of a 
little child, so long as it retains the true feeling 
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of a child. How father's and mother's word is 
trusted ! Aye, how universal is its trust at first, 
until even a little experience in the world 
engenders a spirit of distrust of the truth of all 
that is said, of the fulfilment of every promise 
made ! - I know that nothing can better illustrate 
how a true Christian will feel and act towards 
God than just this implicit belief in the promises 
made by their earthly parents, and their love and 
care, which a true child will always have. The 
spirit of distrust in God, or of half trust, was the 
element of poison dropped into the soul of man in 
the fall And now Grod sends us constant sermons, 
in each clinging infant, in each little child who 
fully expects and claims the fulfilment of the 
promise of an earthly parent ; and thus tells us 
how to act towards our Father in heaven. How 
it would give life to our prayers ! How it would 
give reality to our thanksgivings ! How close it 
would bring us to God, as our reconciled Father, 
in the full assurance of sin forgiven, because He 
has promised in Jesus I How it would relieve us 
of the burden of our cares if we were always 
simply trusting God as children do their parents I 
And why is this so rare ? Entirely from the want 
of, or the weakness of faith. Because while we 
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talk of our faitli, and say our creeds, we stumble 
along the ordinary paths of life, over the first I 

little stone of trouble or difficulty, because not 
leaning all upon God, trusting all to God. Do we 
want to know what true faith is ? Then let us j 

not go to learned volumes, and deep explanatory 
treatises, which often explain it all away, but do ' 

rather what Jesus told us, — ^watch a little child of ' 

I 

loving parents for a day, and in the trust in j 

promises made, the feeling of secured confidence 
in love, protection, and care, learn how to act, 
and how to feel as children of our God and Father. 
And here, also, we shall surely learn what 
should be the character and the measure of our 
aflfection towards God. A child's aflfection is a 
very clinging aflfection. It hates to be separated 
from the one it loves. It grieves with their grief, 
and smiles with their joy. A parent's foes are 
tibe child's foes ; a parent's friends are the child's 
friends : everything which is done by the parent is 
the best in the eye of a loving little child, who sees 
all things through the rosy hue of love. Aye, so 
it must be with the loving children of God ! They 
wiU cling to Him always, and at all times. It is 
this which takes them so often to private prayer^ 
and makes them long to bend the knee, and teU 
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it all to Jesus, when any cloud of difficulty or 
trouble seems nigh at hand. It is this which 
makes them feel that lose what they may, there 
is one thing they cannot part with ; and that is, 
the sense and assurance of God's love. It is this 
which gives them that mark of life which St. 
John tells us is unmistakable, — love to the 
brethren; and it is this which gives them that 
hatred to God's foes, their own sins, and so leads 
them to be watchful and ever prayerful against 
them. Can we not take here a very strong and 
clear mark of a true believer ? And is not this 
the spirit which we should cultivate ? And must 
it not be always our bitterest grief, that we do 
not love Him more who has loved and does iove 
us so much ? And one more mark we can learn 
from children ; and that is, unquestioning obedi- 
ence. The first thing which we expect in little 
children, the most promment mark of an ideal 
child, after love and truth, is certainly obedience 
to commands, the reasons for which are not given. 
And so it is with a Christian. Let him once 
know that it is God's command to do, or to re- 
frain &om doing anything, and that is quite 
sufficient for him. There are many, very many 
things which now we see through a glass darkly ; 
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we cannot understand ; but it must be rights be- 
cause God orders it Then all that painful ex- 
amination of reasons for this or for that is done 
away with^ and the simple question about every 
matter is^ What saith the Lord ? And the more 
this spirit abounds^ then the more a Christian 
enjoys the presence of Jesus^ and the promise 
given in John xiv. 23 becomes true to him : "We 
will come unto Him, and make our abode with 
Him." These, then, are some of the points of the 
childlike character and spirit which our Lord here 
says are-- necessary for an entry into the kingdom 
of heaven. I refrain from saying much about 
their rarity, but rather would urge you and myself 
to use them as means for self-examination. Are 
these the marks of our character as God sees it ? 
Have we this humble, simple, loving, trustful, 
obedient spirit? If not, can we claim to be 
Christ's? Is not this well worth asking? And 
if we hope we have, then are not these the lines 
in which to seek to grow, these the points which 
will furnish us with many prayers, that thus we 
may show ourselves to God, and men, and angels, 
true children of God ? 
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The True Believer doeth the WiU of God. 



MABKULO. 



For whofloerer shall do the will of God, the same is my 
brother, and my sister, and mother." 

There is one thing which strikes eveiy student 
of the Word of God, who really makes a study of 
that Word, as distinguished from the hurried, care- 
less, superficial view, which is, alas, far too common ; 
and that is, the real uniformity of the teaching 
of the Book. It teaches that the true, hearty, 
thorough service of God, is sure to be blessed, and 
that those who do trust God with implicit fedth, 
and have a real love to Him, and walk in living, 
constant, effectual communion with Him, will do 
the wUl of Ood; will carry into action, as the 
rule of their life, this thought, What is the will of 
God for me ? What would He have me to do ? 
I know all the sharp and bitter things that have 
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been said both against faith and works^ both 
against believing and doing; but I know also 
that all these things have been said, in the vast 
majority of cases, from a misunderstanding either 
of the meaning of the words used, or of the meaning 
or position of those whose opinions are being 
attacked or opposed. And I do earnestly wish that 
true believers, that those who have fully, and truly, 
and unreservedly given up themselves to the 
service of Christ, would make up their minds, 
when they are tempted into controversy with 
others whom they must believe are thorough 
followers of Christ as much as they are them- 
selves, to try and find out the meanings of the 
words about which controversy has arisen ; and 
they would then very frequently find that there 
was no real room for contention, and that they 
who did believe in Jesus were anxious and careful 
to maintain good works ; and that they who were 
anxious to maintain good works were so, because 
they did believe in Jesus, and were full of a holy 
love to Him. All this only applies to controversy 
among true believers. With others, who are 
setting up some other system for justification, or 
sanctification, than trust in Christ, and abiding in 
Him, there must be no peace ; no : not for an hour I 
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There the tnith of Christ must be jealously 
guarded ; and the way of salvation and the way of 
holiness must be so clearly declared, at all costs^ 
that no poor, sin-sick^ or disturbed soul, shall 
have any doubt as to the answer to the question 
for them: What must I do to be saved? But 
when we agree upon this, that no man can be 
saved except by a personal trust in Christ, in- 
volving a full dedication of heart and life to Him, 
then we can consider calmly and honestly these 
marks and ' signs, which will unmistakably point 
out who have, and who have not, thus truly 
dedicated themselves to Christ Here we have 
one of very great simplicity in expression, but 
very wide and searching in its grasp ; and that is, 
doiTig the wiU of God. Now what does this 
mean? 

And first of all it means, that they who are 
here spoken of, and who are honoured with the 
grand position here given to them, are determined, 
at all cost, to do God's wilL It is a costly thing 
to do God's will in everything, and we need to 
recognise that fact. It is a costly thing to give 
up our own will in all things. It is costly to have 
one rule, that however pleasant some other course 
may seem, however it may seem to be for our 
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advantage and benefit, however necessarv it may 

tion, to do something else, to adopt some other 
rule in life, to take some other standard, yet, that 
in the teeth of all this, and fekcing bravely all 
consequences, we will serve *the Lord. The 
conduct of the three men who refused to fall 
down and worship the Golden Image which 
Nebuchadnezzar the King had set up must be at 
once our model and our encouragement, if we are 
true believers. The Lord has power to shelter us 
&om evil consequences, which seem to be im- 
minent and certain, if we follow Him, and we 
believe He will deliver us. But if He should be 
pleased to allow these evils to come upon us, and to 
try our faith, or test our love and submission by the 
troubles and sorrows which seem likely to follow 
from obedience to Him, then we will bear those 
evils, and suffer those sorrows; but we will serve 
the Lord. Is there not true heroism there ? And 
is not that the heroism to which each true 
Christian is caUed, who is called to serve the Lord 
Jesus Christ because he trusts Him? The cost 
may come to others in the way of submitting a 
strong natural wiU to the teaching of God*s Word 
and God's Holy Spirit Now we are all of us 
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differently constituted ; and perhaps one difference 
which is very great and marked is that of strength 
of will Some people whom we meet with in life 
are gentle, yielding, and eaaUy led; they have 
their dangers and temptationa Others have very 
strong wills ; and to them to give up their will is 
very hard. To have any change from a habits a 
set purpose, or place, or intention, is very painful ; 
and then when the question comes, what shall 
they do on many matters which may arise in 
ordinary life, or in some of the extraordinary 
events which do arise in all our lives, and their 
will points one way, either from taste, or habit, or 
preconceived idea ; and the will of God is plainly 
in another direction, then is tested whether they 
are true believers or not These wills of ours are 
fearfully powerful And the whole prayer of a 
Christian must surely often be. Take away my 
power of willing, except in accordance with Thy 
wiU, OGod. 

The cost may be to others the subjection of the 
flesh to the spirit, the keeping down the body so 
that it may not rule the life, but be itself a 
servant of God The command comes very plainly 
in 1 Cor. vi. 20 : ** Therefore glorify God in your 
body,, and in your spirits, which are His." The 
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body is not to be treated as an enemy : it is as 
much a part of ourselves as the soul, and is given 
by God that we may glorify Him in it ; but still 
it has to be kept in its place, and so St Paul tells 
us that he kept under his body. And he tells us, 
in Col. iiL, to mortify the members which are on 
the earth ; and this may be very necessary to be 
done very frequently, and very sternly, in order to 
do the will of Ood, and to follow in the path of 
Jesus, who lived such a life of self-denial and 
body-weariness as we read of in the Gospel& 
How often does the body tempt us into some form 
of self-indulgence ! How often would self-denial 
in sleep enable us to have more time for private 
prayer, and the study of God's Word, and that 
fresh, sweet communion with Him, which casts 
over the lives of some a halo for ev^ry day I How 
often would self-denial and restraint, as to the 
pleasures of the table, in some form or another, 
make our bodies less a clog to our spirits ; so that 
we might more easily apply our minds to the 
duties which God has given us, and perhaps be 
better able to help others I I only throw out 
these as hints of matters in which the cost may 
come to us of doing God's will. 
The cost may come to others in the firiendships 
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and applause of the world. We must ever re- 
member that God's people are called upon to be 
a little flock taken out of the world. And when 
any of us set ourselves strenuously and firmly to 
do God's will in everything, must we not expect 
that the very fact of doing His will, of knowing 
no other rule of life, of determining by His grace 
and by His strength to live for Him, will bring 
us in contact with the world in many ways ? I 
fear of wearying you, by a too constant repetition 
of this warning. But just at the very time 
when tbe world is so permeated and unconsciously 
affected by Christian principle, that it is very 
kind to, and very tolerant of, C!hristianity, I 
think that the danger arises to many to yield to 
the world, and to adopt its tone. I think many 
would meet the stake or the axe for God's will, 
who are in danger of yielding up that will, rather 
than appear unamiable to a kind and tolerant 
world. And yet, may not that just be the cross 
for some of us, — to seem to be that which is really 
the furthest from our thoughts and wishes, rather 
than yield up in one jot or tittle what we believe 
to be God's will? Only let us take care that vn 
that we are seeking God's will, and not the grati- 
fication of our own obstinacy and pride. And this 

H 
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leads me to one more element in the cost at 
which, as Christians, we may have to do God's 
will; and that is, our right, and proper, and 
natural affections. Nowhere is this better illus- 
trated than in the case of Abraham. What a 
terrific cost it must have been for him to slay 
Isaac! He might fully believe that God would 
raise him from the dead ; but the wrench must 
come first of all. And oh, how for those three 
days the torture must have gone on in his breast 
between his obedience to God's will and his love 
for his son ! Yet he did not flinch : he must do 
God's will. And so now it may come to us, that 
we may have to pain those who are dearest to us, 
to save whom from pain we would do anything, 
and bear any pain ourselves; but we must do 
God's will. I do not think that many of us are 
likely to be often called to this cost in the present 
day; but, at least, it is possible. And as the 
secrets of family life are only known to God, and 
the different members of every family, so it may 
be that our heavenly Father does see in some that 
struggle repeated which He saw and blessed in 
the case of Abraham, between natural affection 
aud His will 

But again, doing God's will implies an habitual 
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intention of ruling the life after the teaching of 
His Word. In the Litany we pray that we may 
hear meekly God's Word, receive it with pure 
affection, and bring forth the fruits of the Spirit 
And that is just what we want, in order to have 
this mark of a true believer, — a meek reception of 
God's Word, with a true affection for it. It just 
depends on the spirit with which we go to the 
examination of God's Word how we derive blessing 
and teaching from it. If we go to it meekly, with 
an earnest desire of a little child to be taught our 
Father's will, how plainly it will speak to us; 
how plainly will it give us motives for all our 
actions, principles by which to rule every part of 
our lives, and rules by means of which we shall 
best glorify Jesus in the midst of all the tempta- 
tions and allurements of the world! And this 
must be the spirit in which a follower of Jesus 
will search God's Word. Not carping at this 
lesson, explaining away another, declining to read 
and think of a third, treating a fourth as only 
suitable for a certain time which is past, and in 
another case acknowledging the letter, but refusing 
to see and act on the principle which underlies 
the words. All these are arts by which, alas, 
many turn aside the teaching of their Bibles ; and 
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all these you and I have to guard ourselves 
against Surely there is no book which requires 
such meekness in reading it as God's Word. 
When we read books written by men, it is well 
for us to use caution, for they may often deceive 
us, and perhaps the better men they are, the more 
they may deceive us if we are not cautious ; but 
in reading God's Word, the only caution we need 
is, lest we allow either our party or our prejudices 
to hide from us its true meaning. And when we 
go to the Bible with this honest and full purpose, 
then it is that we are likely both to " perceive and 
know what things we ought to do, and also have 
both grace and power faithfully to fulfil the same." 
This will show that we have, as the intention of 
our life, to do God's wilL 

I want to press this very much upon you, as we 
are living in days when the great idea of many is 
to serve God ; but rather in their own way, than 
to take the trouble and exercise the necessary 
humility to be taught by Him. Very much evil 
arises from this. We have plenty of religion in a 
way; but, oh, often so much of self-will in religion, 
because God's ways are not as our ways, nor His 
thoughts as our thoughts. And so, when the Bible 
is not searched with diligence and meekness, 
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then many are led to do their own will^ and call 
it God's will. Let us honestly examine ourselves 
on this point and see : do we each honestly and 
fully intend to take God's Word as our guide m 
all things, and to have but one rule for our life, 
and that is, " What saith the Lord ? " This surely 
must be a mark of a true believer. But again, 
this intention and habit must be very wide and 
very particular. I mean by wide, that it must 
take in every portion of our lives. We must 
intend and wish and strive to do God's will at all 
times, and in aU matters ; not saying, or perhaps 
unconsciously thinking, that there are some 
subjects on which we shall be glad to do His will, 
but some in which the opinions of the world, the 
customs of society, the necessities of our position, 
or our own taste, shall be the rule. No: this 
desire to do God's will will leave no part of our 
lives, whether alone or in company, in business or 
in recreation, in what are called duties of religion, 
or in the ordinary affairs of life, untouched and 
unregulated. But all will be under this principle. 
What is Ood's will for me? 

And as it is wide, so also will it be particular ; 
nothing will be too small, nothing too unimportant 
to be under this influence. It will give a sweetness 
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and tone to all our lives. It will elevate and 
sanctify all our words^ our home life, our social 
life, our business, our expenditure, our reading, 
our amusement. It is suitable for all ages, for the 
youngest, the most busy, and otherwise oppressed 
with cares, and the quiet restful old age, — all will 
be under the same hallowing, sanctifying influence : 
Ood*8 will. Oh, what a grand idea is put before 
us here by our Lord ! What shall we do with it ? 
Shall we not in all humility and earnestness cry 
for grace to carry it out, and to be able to say in 
truth that we long to do His will ? 

Observe once more it is doing which is here put 
by our Lord as the mark of those dear to Him. 
I fear that often there has been too much of a 
divorce between the contemplative or meditative 
side of the character of each of us and the practical 
The followers of Jesus must however be intensely 
practical Because they are saved by grace, 
because they are redeemed by the blood of Jesus, 
because they have entered into this safe, holy, and 
happy state by a living faith, because the life 
which they now live they live by the faith of the 
Son of God : they must be practical. The whole 
of the religion of some is spent in theories, of 
others in religious performances, from which the 
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heart, the meaning, the sense has been long 
dropped. The true Christian, different from both 
of these, will seek to carry every theory which is 
worth holding into daily practice, and use every 
religious service for the purpose of enabling him 
to perform better some duty of life ; to be more 
gentle, loving, true, dutiful, and active. This is 
what we see in our Lord Himself He knew all 
truth. He is Himself the Truth, And yet He 
was always doing good. How is it that Christianity 
does not have a greater effect in the world ? Is 
it not that many doubt the realities of those things 
in which we say that we believe ? And has not 
the unbelieving world much to encourage them in 
their unbelief in the gross inconsistencies even of 
earnest Christians ? Yes : do not our inconsistenciep 
go further, and often obscure our own judgment; 
and shake our own faith? How shall we get 
clearer views and more firm hold on the truth but 
by doing God's will ? Is not this what Christ says 
in John vii. 17 : " If any man will do His will, he 
shall know of the doctrine, whether it be of God, 
or whether I speak of Myself" And does He not 
prove the truth of that promise now in revealing 
to the babes and sucklings, who are honestly and 
at all costs and constantly endeavouring to do Hi'r 
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will, truths which He hides from others, or which 
they cannot see ? Ah^ I often think that the best 
answer to that " I cannot see," by which so many 
repel a call to a holier life, would be, " If you were 
doing (jod's will, would you not see these things 
diflferently ? " Let us bear this much in mind, — 
that if true believers, " we must be doers of the 
Word, and not hearers only, deceiving our own 
selves ;" that deep as will and must be the emotions 
of a true beUever, strong and firm and grasping 
as must be his &ith, they must show themselves 
in this : actually doing at all times the will of God. 
Then, how glorious is the promise added! 
Christ's own relation. Dearer to Him than that 
earthly mother whom we know He dearly loved. 
Ah, who would not have been that mother ! And 
as we listen to the angel's salutation, and hear 
him cry, " Hail thou that art highly favoured ! " 
shall we not add, but that may be my position ; 
not on any impossible terms ; not on the perform- 
ance of some great and tremendous deed, which 
shall make all nations wonder, and all ages admire ; 
not by standing for years on one pillar; not by 
torturing the body, and making earth an hell ; but, 
in my own ordinary every-day life, just doing the 
will of God ? Oh, what a halo of sanctity does this 
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throw over all the affairs of every-day life ! How 
every duty becomes very sweet and sacred, every 
burden we are called upon to bear, every cross to 
take up, become links to Jesus, as in doing them 
He says we become dear to Him ! And if, in all 
humility, this is at once our position, and the 
object of our life, then how cheerful and happy 
may we be, casting all our cares upon Him, trusting 
Him at all times, ever rejoicing in Him, and 
looking for His second coming ; for we are dear to 
Him, and He to us ! Oh, for a grand reality in 
our service of Christ ; and then for a grand happy 
realization of what it is to be His loved ones ! 

But some may say. How shall this be my lot ? 
I cannot do His wilL I have often tried, and 
always fail Hush ! do not say that : do not even 
think it ; for do you see what it implies ? — ^that 
God is an austere Lord, demanding what we 
cannot do! Nay, that be furthest from our 
thoughts and lips I No : it is not that we cannot. 
What is wanted is a ready, humble, obedient, 
unworldly mind. What is wanted is a true faith, 
more prayer, and more of the mind of Jesus as 
our mind; then we shall do His wilL And first, 
there must be a thorough dedication of self to 
Jesus. Yes: no half-work wiU do here. There 
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must be that contersion which we considered last 
week ; and then, when the heart is given to Christ, 
the motives of life will be all one, — ^to live for fiim. 
And then, day by day, there will go up the earnest 
prayer for grace that we may do His wilL Then 
the Lord's prayer will be really our prayer ; and 
then the Spirit will dwell in our hearts as Guide, 
Teacher, and Monitor, subduing our evil passions, 
lifting up our earthly minds, guiding and con- 
trolling our wills, and bringing all our lives into 
this rule, the will of God. 

Shall we take this as a subject of self-examina- 
tion, then, for daily prayer, daily motive, and daily 
help, that we may live for Jesus, and thus do the 
will of God ; that when He comes. He may claim 
us as His own, to be His for evermore ? 



VII. 
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LTJKE X. 38—42. 

" Now it came to pass, as they went, that He entered into 
A certain village : and a certain woman named Martha reoeiyed 
Him into her house. 

" And she had a sister called Mary, which also sat at Jesus' 
feet, and heard His word. 

" But Martha was cumbered about much serving, and came 
to Him, and said. Lord, dost Thou not care that my sister 
hath left me to serve alone ? bid her therefore that she help me. 

*' And Jesus answered and said unto her, Martha, Martha, 
thou art careful and troubled about many things : 

'*But one thing is needful : and Mary hath chosen that 
good part^ which shall not be taken away from her." 

Thank God for this incident ! It is one of the 
most striking and best known in all the Gospel 
story ; and, I think, one which is best calcolated 
to teach us the mind of Christ. The two classes 
of mind here represented are as common now as 
when this incident took place, and these words 
were spoken. We have still the Marthas, who 
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must be up and doing, and bustling and fussing 
about many things; and, alas, allowing their 
painful attention to externals to corrode their 
minds and hinder their true enjoyment of Jesus,, 
and trust in Him, and communion with Him. 
And still, these characters are veiy much inclined 
to blame those who do not pay the same attention 
to externals as they do ; but who find their enjoy- 
ment, their happiness, and their life in that quiet, 
meditative, secret communion with Christ, which 
lifts up and elevates the soul into a pure atmosphere, 
where alone the great truths of the Gospel can be 
understood, and where alone the Christian can get 
that strength which is necessary to do fully the 
will of God, and fight manfully under the banner 
of Christ against the world, the flesh, and the 
devil. I do not say that the Marthas are not true 
believers ; for surely none could deny that title to 
Martha; but they are believers who are not in 
the best state for themselves and their own spiritual 
life ; and not in the best state for the enjoyment 
of Christ here, nor actually in the best state for 
doing Christ's will ; for we must be with Christ 
alone, and learning of Him before we can rightly 
do His will. I fear that very much of Christian 
work in the world at the present day is marred 
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and rendered inefficient^ because it is done in the 
Martha spirit^ and in the Martha manner. We 
need a strong and living protest against it from 
some who could dare to do so, and run the risk of 
being thought uncharitable, and unappreciative of 
the work of others. And we need to be reminded 
that it is not work for Christ which God will bless, 
unless it is work for Christ done after communion 
with Him, and springing from that deep holy love 
to Him which they alone really get who choose 
the good part, the one thing needful 

But I do not want to fix your mind on Martha 
and her faults. It is ungracious work dwelling 
on the faults of such a character as hers, which, 
with all its faults, few can help loving, as she 
showed her impulsive aflTection to our Lord here, 
and to her brother on that other occasion, when 
she almost dared in her grief to rebuke our Lord 
for not coming in time to save her brother's life. 
And with all her faults, I think the world would be 
much better than it is, and even the Church of 
Christ would be better than it is, if only we had 
more Marthas; more who even came up to the 
standard of life which she represents. 

But we must deal truthfully and humbly and 
with deep reverence with the teaching of our Lord ; 
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aad when we do so, we learn that there is a higher 
type of character, and that is the character of 
Mary, who sat at His feet and heard Hia words. 
Can we not picture to ourselves the loving, gentle, 
self-depreciating woman as she sat at His feet, and 
told EEim all that she wanted, all that she thought 
of; and then, in hushed and wrapt silence, listened 
to Him as He told her of that kingdom He was 
come to establish on the earth : all that He meant 
and wished His followers to be ; all that He hoped 
and wished she would be ; all that loving-kindness, 
forbearance, gentleness, meekness, purity of heart, 
endurance of evil, which He would bless ; how He 
would open to her mind the real meaning of all 
those services and ceremonials and laws in the 
Old Testament, which she had obeyed before, and 
of which she had read before, but had not fully 
understood; and how He would tell her of His 
Father, and of His wondrous love, — of the yearning 
love which Qod had to all mankind, though they 
had sinned, and did sin, and would sin ; and how 
He had sent Him, the Son, to die for them, and to 
blot out their sins, and to make a way, a new, a 
living way, whereby they might again approach 
Qod, and call Him Father; and how He would 
tell her of the glory which would be revealed one 
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day when heaven and earth should pass away^ and 
when His own should be with Him for ever by 
that glorious river of the water of life, which for 
ever flows out of the throne of God, and from 
which the people of God can drink for ever, and 
never thirst ? 

Of course we cannot tell all the particulars of 
that conversation. But have not some of us at 
times envied Mary that quiet time with Jesus ? 
and can we not gather from His conversations 
recorded in John xiv., xv., xvi, something of what 
was the tenor of His teaching when He was alone 
with those who loved Him ? and can we not, if we 
have something of Mary's spirit ourselves, now, 
though He is not here in the body, still have quiet 
talks with Jesus ? Oh, if only I could convince 
you each that that is the greatest happiness and 
the greatest blessing: to have a quiet talk with 
Jesus ! K I could induce yoju each to believe that 
it is quite possible now, quite within your grasp ; 
that He is ever so near you, so loving, so willing, 
and anxious to meet you ; that you would at all 
times get answers, if you wotdd shut out the woiid, 
even the religious world, even the world of religious 
work, and get alone to pray and meditate and talk 
with Jesus; then you would find that He would 
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more than meet you, and would give you that 
hlessing of peace which you so often need, that 
elevation of soul above the temptations and trials 
of life which must make the life of a Christian 
really blessed. 

Shall we take this as our first lesson from this 
passage : a lesson surely suitable to this week, in 
which we may derive much good, much blessing, 
and much comfort, if we shut out the world, and 
determine to rescue much time from its distractions, 
that we may be alone with Jesus. And when we 
go forth every day to its duties, to its trials, to its 
annoyances, to its countless irritations, to its 
disappointments, to its burdens, should we not go 
forth each day much better fitted to meet them 
all, and to bear our part with Christ, if not only 
we had said our prayers, or prayed to an unknown 
God, but had lifted up the heart to such a state 
of true contemplation, and spiritual grasp of Christ, 
that He had given us a sense of His nearness, and 
as it were a kiss of His love to bear with us 
throughout the day ? This is not fantasy ; this is 
not raving: it is what surely is meant by the 
promise which He makes Himself, — ^that His 
Father and Himself would make their abode with 
those who keep His words. And, oh, what a bond 
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of true union would this establish between true 
believers when they each felt, day by day of the 
others, they also have to-day been with Jesus, and 
have tasted of His love I Shall we make up our 
minds more and more to seek this, and to take as 
our joy this thought, — that even now we can be 
every day like Mary, dUyae with Jesvs ? 

The next lesson I learn from this is, that a 
teachable spirit is an essential for a true Christian. 
The one thing needful here was evidently that 
craving to be taught by Jesus Himself, which 
Mary showed. You know that the phrase " sitting 
at the feet " of another in Scripture implied being 
a pupiL It is used of Saul of Tarsus, in Acts xxiL 
3, where he records his early life, and says that he 
was brought up at the feet of Gamaliel And just 
so here, the position assumed by Mary was that 
of a learner. Oh, this teachable humble spirit, 
how blessed is it ! how happy is it ! how useful is 
it ! Shall I add, ought I not to add in truth, how 
rare is it? What is necessary for a teachable 
spirit ? First, a sense of true humility : to get 
back again, as we saw a fortnight since, into the 
childlike spirit and temper and habit of mind ; to 
feel and to acknowledge that there are truths 
which we do not yet know, that there are attain- 

I 
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ments which we have not acquired. I do not want 
to say anything bitter or unjust ; but I must say 
the truth and give a warning ; and it is this,— that 
I often fear that that spirit is much on the decrease,, 
that we hear and see so many who do seem to 
fancy that they know everything. So the Bible 
is neglected as an old book, read long ago in the 
school-room, and not needed to be read now. So 
sermons are an affliction, which the customs of 
Churches compel them to endure. Books, which 
might help to improve the mind, and to enlarge 
the number of ideas, or to put that right in the 
mind which is wrong, are often neglected or passed 
by ; and aU because people think that they know 
enou&:h already. And so we are in great danger,, 
in the present age. of superficiality aSing from a 
want of that true humility, which would make us- 
teachable. Mary had evidently the opposite of 
this: she was poor in spirit, and thought that 
Christ could increase her wealth of knowledge and 
ideas ; so she longed to be taught more. 

Is not this a spirit well worth cultivating ? I 
know it is one which can be perverted. I know 
that the Church of Borne has cultivated a vparody 
of this spirit, and demands of all her members 
that, without question and without inquiry, they 
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should accept all dogmas and all decrees which 
flow from what they falsely claim to be an infallible 
source. And we do well to protest against that 
And we do well also to be on our guard against 
any other form of popery in any minister or any 
set of teachers, however good, excellent, or earnest 
they may be. There has been this among good 
people in former days : nay, I have seen it in my 
own experience. And we must remember clearly 
that God has given to each of us, with our minds, 
a great responsibility to use these minds ; and that 
we are shirking that duty, and evading that 
responsibility, if we hand over our minds altogether, 
either to any Church or to any teacher, to accept 
all that is said by either, without question, and 
without inquiry. But is not this quite compatible 
with an humble and a teachable spirit ? Is not 
the very idea of a teachable spirit a questioning^ 
spirit ? And when we go higher and say, all that 
we want to know, all that we want to be sure 
about is that we really get the teaching of Christy 
and that we accept at once, lovingly, humbly, and 
joyfully, all He teaches ; then do we not arrive at 
the very essence of the conduct of Mary here, who 
was willing and anxious to be taught by Christ 
Himself? 
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Is not this a very important point? Do we 
wBut to learn all that Jesus wants to teach us ? 
Are we really willing to find out^ not human 
systems, but simply all that He who is the Light 
of the world is willing and able to teach us ? Then, 
in the pursuit of this one thing, we may listen to 
human systems ; but we shall question them, cry 
out to them again and again. But what says Jesus ? 
And we shall listen to human teachers, but cry 
out to them also again and again, — ^not, alas, as 
people do now : What is nice, and what do I like ? — 
But what, of all this, says Jesus ? 

And one more element in this teachable spirit 
is, that Mary did not oppose her prejudices and 
preconceived ideas to the teaching of Jesua There 
were thousands who heard the words of Jesus, to 
whom they were of no avail, no use; and, alas, 
must have increased their condemnation, because 
they heard them and rejected them, as they were 
opposed to their prejudices. But Mary heard 
and learned, not opposing her prejudices to the 
teaching of Christ This is the real teachable 
spirit. This we need to have if we would be like 
Mary. This will make us like little children, 
ever sitting at Jesus' feet. Is it not a glorious 
position? Is it not a wise position? Shall we 
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each make up our minds this week^ and from 
this week, to pray for and seek for^ and then to 
exercise more of the teachable spirit of Mary of 
Bethany ? 

But the next lesson is, heard- His words. This 
shows us where true wisdom is, and what we shall 
find will supply us with true wisdom, — " the words 
of Jesus." We cannot value them enough ; we 
cannot love them enough ; we cannot sufficiently 
estimate all that they are calculated to do for us 
each. There is in His words, both those which 
He spoke while here on earth, and those which 
by His spirit He afterwards dictated to the 
apostles, a power, and a sublimity, and an 
hallowing influence, which no other writings can 
have. There is a power in Bible-reading in private, 
more than human reason can account for, more 
than ordinary explanations can unfold. I fully 
think that God has attached a blessing to that 
habit which encourages and increases a calm, holy, 
meditative frame of mind. And among all the 
means of grace which a Christian will value, and 
amid all those things which men call means of 
grace, there is none which can compare with this 
hearing, or rather now reading, alone the words 
of Jesu& Then there is food for prayer and 
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thought; and then the mind is placed in that 
atmosphere where the spiritual nature most 
flourishes, and produces most &uit; not for the 
praise of men, and not calling for or exciting their 
praise, but the praise of God. Will you let me 
exhort you at this time, and &om this subject, to 
make very prominent in your lives, and in those 
things which you use to sustain your spiritual life, 
the private study of God's Word ? 

And now, one more lesson is very clear; and 
that is, that the study of spiritual things, the 
enjoyment of communion with Christ, the being 
taught by Christ, make up the one thing which is 
needful for the service of God, and the good of the 
soul of man. In this day of diverse and manifold 
distractions, in this day of very great excitements, 
in this day when men of all kinds are crying out. 
Who will shew us any good ? How can life be 
made worth living ? How shall I get happiness ? 
What can I do to win eternal life hereafter ? How 
shall my life be directed here in the wisest and 
best way? Let us not be ashamed to be like 
Mary of Bethany, and to choose the one thing 
needful, and to answer all these questions by 
saying, I have tried and proved and found that 
the knowledge of Jesus and communion with Him 
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is that without which the soul cannot live, and 
with which the soul is quite happy. 

Yes : one thing needful, and the good part Let 
those two words of our Lord sink down deep into 
each of our hearts, and prove there good seed, 
bringing forth much fruit in a holy, calm, peaceful, 
loving life. Observe, that in this way we have 
the commencement of that which is lasting, for it 
is never taken away. None can rob us of that 
peaceful and life-giving communion with Christ, 
unless we rob ourselves. He is always ready to 
meet us. All other things are fearfully dependent 
on circv/mstaTices, health, companionship, and 
what may be called the accidents of life ; but this 
is independent of them alL It goes on in health 
and in sickness, in popularity and in isolation, in 
prosperity and in adversity. It belongs to all 
times of life. The youngest can have this good 
part ; the busiest may have it ; the poorest may 
have it ; the oldest can enjoy it. But why do not 
all enjoy it? It costs too much; and yet it is 
freely given on one condition only ; and that is, 
that we give ourselves wholly up to Christ. With 
no reserve, with no half-treaty with the world, or 
pride, or self-esteem ; but to be Christ's alone, and 
Christ's at all times. 
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Oh, can I not lead some here to see and take 
this good part to-day! You will have no dis- 
appointment then: you need have no delay; but 
now, at once, with all your distractions, trials,, 
burdens, sinful inclinations, go and give yourselves 
up to be Christ's entirely, to be ruled by Him and 
His words entirely. Part with the craving for 
excitement, which is the bane of many ; part with 
whatever may have hitherto divided your heart, 
and shared with Christ your affections; and 
determine henceforth that your position shall be 
that humble, quiet, loving, teachable position of 
Mary, which is the one thing needful. 

Thus have we come to the close of these lecturea 
on the scriptural marks of a true believer. Will 
you prove yourselves by them, and see whether 
" Christ is in you," whether Christ is precious to 
you, and your sole ground of hope and honour ^ 
whether you are seeking and showing pure religion,, 
and undefiled in God's sight; whether you are 
determined against all sin ; whether you have the 
heart, mind, humility, and love of a little child ; 
whether the dearest object of your life is to do the 
will of God ? Then I feel sure that you will take 
Mary's part, which will never be taken from you ; 
for has not Jesus purchased for you, by His blood- 
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shed^ eternal life ? and has He not purchased you 
to be His now and always^ so that nothing shall 
separate you from the love of God, which is in 
Christ Jesus our Lord ; and so that you will daily 
grow in grace, and in the knowledge of Him whom 
to know is eternal life ? May God make this the 
portion and position of each of us, for Jesus Christ's 
sake. Avnen. 
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Suggestive Readings on the Gospel of St. John. 

With Copious Kotes and fieferences. ByMrs. Hamilton. With 
Introduction by the Bey. J. Steyenson, Di!D. 2s. 6d. iSlt. Luke, 2a, 

Christ on Earth : 

from the Stmper at Bethany to Wa Ascension into Olory. By the 
Bey. Josenn Baylee, D.D., Prindpal of St. Aidan's College, 
Birkenhead. Small 8yo., doth, 0b. 

Search and See ; 

or, an Examination of certain Messianic Texts with reference to 
Andent and Modem Controyersies. By the Bey. F. TUney Baaaett, 
M.A,, Morning Lecturer of Widoombe, Bath. Crown 8yo., doUi, 
8s. 6d. 
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Foundation Stones. 

By the Bev. Hely H. A. Smith, late of Worcester CoUe^ Oxford ; 
Bector of Tan&ley, Matlock. Small 8vo. Extra doth, red edges, Sb. 

Our Father. 

A Word of Enoonrajnng Bemembranoe for the Children of God. 
By the author of " Thou^ts on (inversion." With an Intro- 
duction by the Bev. A. Hewlett, D.D., Yicar of Astley, near 
Manchester. Second edition, doth extra, bevelled boards. 8s. 

Seed Scattered Broadcast ; 

or. Incidents in a Camp Hospital. By S. McBeth. With an In- 
troduction, and Edited by the Author of "The Memorials of 
Captain Hedley Vicars." Uniform with "English Hearts and 
English Hands." Second edition. Post 8vo. 8s. 6d. Cheap 
issue, limp dotiti, 2s. 

The Home of Poverty made Rich. 

A volume of Interest specially adapted for Mothers* Meetings. 
By Mrs. Best, author ot " Tracts on the Parables," etc. Second 
Edition. PoapSvo., with Frontispiece. aB.6d. limp doth. Is. 6d. 

Hearts made Glad and Homes made Happy. 

Short Chapters on important Subjects, for Mothers* Meetings and 
Fathers* Classes. Post Svo., extra doth. 8s. 6d. 

Oil for Creaking Hinges ; 

or, Hdp and Comfort for Hard Times. Specially designed for 
Mothers' Meetings. By the Author of ** Toiling in Bowing,** etc. 
Crown 8vo. 2b, 

Do You Mean what You Say? 

A Question for those who Pray ** Thy will be done on earth, as it 
is in heaven.** On the Neglect of Family Prayer. Bythe writer 
of " The Three Houses," etc. With four ftdl-page Engravings. 
Extra doth. Is. 

The Unseen Guide ; 

or. Stories and Allegories to Illustrate the Friiits of the Spirit. 
By M. and E. B. With twdve niustrataons by the Brothers 
DaJzid. Small 4to., emblematic doth. Second Edition. With 
Introduction by Miss Charlesworth, author of "Ministering 
Children.'* 8s. 6d. 

Houses and Housekeeping. 

A Fire-side Gk)ssip upon Home and its Comforts. By Lady Barker. 
Small 8vo. Extra bmding. Second Edition. 2b. 6d. 
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Pleasant Sundays with my Children ; 

or, " Here a Little and There a litHe." Familiar Gonversationa 
on the Axiiznals, Birds, Insects, B^tiles, Fishes, Flowers, Threes, 
and Fredons Stones, of the Bible. Bt the Author of " E^iel 
Woodville," etc. With many Ulnstrations. Nev Edition. In 
PoapSvo., extra doth, gilt edges. 5b. 

A Selection of the Words and Works of our Lord 

Jesos Christ, from the Four Evangelists. With Introduction by 
the Bey. G. H. WiUdnson, M.A., Vicar of St. Peter's, Eaton 
Square. Beautiftdly printed with carmine borders and headings, 
and photographic mmtispieoe. With Introducti0n. 6e. 

Living Jewels. 

Diyendty of Christian Character, suggested byPredouB Stones, 
with Biographical Examples. By A. L. 0. E. With Illustrations. 
Small post 8yo. 2b. 6d. 

The Child's Acts of the Apostles. 

A Nanutive and Commentary, written in simple language for 
the little ones. With Notes for the use 'of Teachers. With 
Introduction by the Bight Bey. Bishop Anderson. 18mo., 
doth. 8s. 

Clear Shining. 

A Memoir of Gertrude Mary AcUom. Bv her Motlier. With 
Introduction by the Author of "Memorials of Captain Hedley 
Vicars." Second edition, with Portrait. Extra doth, Is. 6d. ; 
limp, Is. 

BY THE REV. CANON RYLE, M.A, 

Expository Thoujghts on the Gospels. 

Designed for Family and Priyate Beading, with the Text com- 
plete, and copious Notes. 

St. Matthbw. Extra doth. 60. 

St. Mabk. Uniform with the aboye. 66. 

St. Lukx. VoL I. 6b. 6d. 

St. Lukx. V<d. n. 7b. 

St. Johx. V<d. I. 60. 6d. 

St. John. Vol. n. 6s. 6d. 

St. John. Vol. HE. 8b. 

Alio 4n half Moroeeot at an exeets of St. per volume. In extra kcUf Morocco 
Imding, atSe.Qd.; or whole TurlUy Morocco, 6e, 6d, per vohune. 
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Knots Untied. 

Being Hain Statements on Disputed Fointe in Bellgion from the 
Stand-point ot an Evangelioaf Ghnxohman. Itage Poet 8yo. 
800pp. Fourth Bnlaxged Edition. Extra doth, 7b. Od. 

Old Paths. 

Being Plain Statements on some of the weightier matters of 
CShristianity ISram the StandjM^it of an Bvangelieal Ghnrchmao. 
(A companion volmne to '^ Snots Untied.*') Large FoetSvo. 
Seoond Edition. Extra doth, 7b. 6d. 

Holiness, 

and other Kindred Sabjeots. With a Rrefkoe foac the Times. 
Fourth edition. Small Svo., exla» doth, 8b. Od. 

Home Truths. 

A re-iBsoe of the Misodlaneons Writings of the Bev. Ganon B^, 
M. A., revised and adapted to this work Complete in Four voIb. 
Extra doth, red edges, 18b. 

Home Truths. 

Being the HfiBcdlaneooB Writin« revised and cotreoted especially 
for this work. Sixth edition, foap 8vo., extra doth, lettered. 
Eight Series. Each illustrated with a Frontispiece ana Vignette 
TiSe. Each volume, 8b. 6d. 
The same in sets only, eight vols., extra doth, gilt edges, 26s. 

Hymns for the Church on Earth. 

By the Bev. Canon Byle, M.A. An entirdv New and Enlarged 
Edition of 400 Hymns. In various doth bindings, 4s. Od., 68., and 
in Morocco, lOs. 

H3rmns for the Church on Earth. 

Being 800 Hymns, for the most part of Modem date. Sdeoted 
and arranged by the Bev. Canon Byle, M.A. In large type. 
Tenth edition. 

In small 8vo., black cloth, red edges, 4s.; Unm cloth, for invalids, 4s,; 
black antique, 4s. 6d. ; violet and extra elo^ antique, gilt edges, 6s, ; 
Turkey Morocco, 10s. Qd. Bussia and other bindings for presetUatioH, 

The Additional H)ann-Book. 

Being Three Hundred Eymns for Public Worship, most of them 
not to be found in the Collections commonly usea. Limp doth, 
Od. : extra dotii, thin boards, 9d. ; doth boards. Is. 

A detailed List of all the Works of the £ev. J. O, Byle may be obtained on 

a/ppUeoition to th» Puhlishers. 
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